Lower Makefield Township
Economic Development Commission

January 24, 2012

Meeting Minutes

Present:
Robert Smith, Chairman

Margaret Fine Levy


Edmund Kuszmar, Vice Chairman
Pete Stainthorpe, Supervisors’ Liaison



Ellen Slott Fisher


Review of Summary Minutes from the November 29, 2011 Meeting  - The November 29, 2011 minutes of the EDC were approved unanimously, as written.

Correspondence – Mr. Smith invited Cam Troilo to attend the meeting and provide an update on their Edgewood Village project.  He did not receive a response to his invitation.

Mr. Smith contacted BPG Properties and Shady Brook Farm re hosting a meet and greet.  BPG were very interested in hosting one in the Spring.  After discussion, it was decided that April would be the best month for most EAC members.  Mr. Smith suggested that LMT Supervisors and County Commissioners should be invited.  Mr. Smith will talk to Shady Brook about hosting one in the Fall.  
First Federal, which recently opened a new branch in Edgewood Village, asked Mr. Smith for a list of LMT businesses; these businesses will be invited to their open house.

Supervisors’ Liaison Report – Mr. Stainthorpe reported that the Supervisors are in the process of interviewing engineers for the Township; they will make their decision at the February 1 meeting.  

He also reported that the corporation, Bright Farms, is talking to Jim McCaffrey of McCaffrey Supermarkets about selling them local, organic produce year-round.  The suggestion has been made that this produce could be grown on a section of Patterson Farm that the Township would lease to them.  This will be discussed at the February 1 meeting.

Mr. Stainthorpe mentioned that, when he was sworn in as Chairman of LMT Board of Supervisors, he talked about the need to focus more on economic development in the Township; he feels the Township has not been proactive in attracting new business.  One way he thinks this could be done is by networking with other groups to get ideas.   He would like to see the EDC work on this project.  Mr. Smith said the EDC developed some materials two years ago; he will e-mail these to the Commission and asked that they search for additional information.   Mr. Stainthorpe suggested it might be appropriate to increase the EDC Board from 5 to 7 people.  A motion was made that the EDC ask the Board of Supervisors to expand the Commission from 5 to 7 members and for their terms to run consistent with the terms in the original ordinance.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously; Mr. Smith will present this proposal at an upcoming Board of Supervisors meeting.  Mr. Kuszmar added that he would like to see the Commission get budget money in the future.      

With no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30PM.  The next meeting of the EDC will be held on Tuesday, February 28, 2012, at 7:30PM, at the LMT municipal building.


















Respectfully Submitted,



















Jeanne Bray, Recording Secretary

