Lower Makefield Township

Citizens Traffic Commission
June 20, 2011 

Meeting Minutes

Present:   

Virginia Torbert, Chairperson

Susan Herman




Arthur Cohn, Vice Chairperson

William Hogan



Greg Caiola, BOS Liaison

Scott Weaner
Also Present:

Kimberly Everett, Trauma Prevention Coordinator, St. Mary Medical Ctr.

Absent:


Richard Davino
Public Comment – There were no members of the public in attendance.

Approval of April and May 2011 Meeting Minutes – The April 2011 meeting minutes were approved unanimously, as written.  The May 2011 meeting minutes were approved, as amended.

Mr. Cohn had invited Ms. Everett to the meeting to share ideas on the 2011 CTC Safe Driving Event, and to discuss ways that St. Mary’s can support the Event.  Ms. Everett is part of a teen driving task force which is researching formats and programs that would be most effective in changing the driving behavior of teens.  She said that research has shown that single, one-time programs are not effective, and that peer and parent influence are critical to behavior change.  She feels that teen-led programs are working.  She spoke about the Graduated Drivers License bill, which has been voted down in the Pa. Senate in the past, but she believes will pass this year because of the removal of the section about cell phone usage while driving.  There was discussion of ways the CTC could get parents to attend the event; Mrs. Herman will see if Mr. Nemeth of Pennsbury Driver Ed will support allotting 10 credits to teens who bring their parents to the event.  Mrs. Herman will contact the young woman whose family was killed in a crash that she survived; Ms. Everett thought this might have impact.  Ms. Everett said that St. Mary’s will sponsor the program in whatever way the CTC needs – with money, giveaways such as thumb bands, or even with a speaker, herself or a trauma doctor.  They would also get involved with the school after the event, if that would help.  She suggested we put our request in a letter to her.  She mentioned that the insurance companies have information on their websites about what other groups are doing and that the PA DUI has recently developed a work plan.  Mr. Hogan will forward a list of the CTC members to Ms. Everett.  
Aria Hospital – ZHB Hearing – After discussion, it was determined that Mrs. Torbert may choose to speak for herself as a resident rather than a representative of the CTC, at the June 20 meeting of the Zoning Hearing Board.  Mr. Caiola noted that the traffic engineer who will represent the Township at the meeting is very strong.  Mrs. Torbert was concerned that diversion and additional traffic from the Scudders Falls Bridge project may not be included in the traffic study for Aria since the construction on the project has not begun.  Mr. Caiola will check with Mr. Truelove.   

Flowers Field Letter to Planning Commission – Mr. Hogan will draft the letter within the next 9 days and forward it to Mrs. Torbert, who will add her comments and forward it to the rest of the CTC, with the objective of getting it to the Planning Commission before the end of July.  

Resident Concern re Intersection of Taylorsville and Woodside Roads – Mrs. Torbert introduced the letter in which resident, Dr. Vincent Nola, expressed his safety concerns.  Mrs. Torbert will draft a short cover letter and send that and Dr. Nola’s letter to Chief Coluzzi for his input on Dr. Nola’s suggested solutions.  In the meantime, Mrs. Torbert will inform Dr. Nola of what is being done and tell him he can expect a response by the end of July.

Safe Driving Program Discussion – Mrs. Herman distributed copies of a write-up on the Save a Life Tour, a program being considered by LYFT and SPF-SIG, who have offered to allow the CTC to partner with them; each of the three partners would donate $1,500.  It is a six hour program on alcohol awareness and distracted driving prevention.   LYFT would provide the marketing.   Mrs. Herman will get more information about the program, specifically whether there is the possibility of customizing it for our purposes, whether it can be shortened, how much is distracted driving vs. drunk driving, and what will be done about lunch, when she and Mr. Cohn meet with LYFT on Tuesday at 3PM.  In the meantime, Mrs. Torbert suggested that the members of the CTC review the information on the program and let her know if they think we should go with this program or develop one of our own as we have in the past.  If the decision is made to go with this program, then a decision would have to be made about how to generate the $1,500.  Mr. Caiola will contact the Chair of the Falls Township Supervisors Board, to ask if they would be interested in participating, and sharing the cost, as well as the PAA.    

The meeting with Pennsbury will be held on July 6 at 9AM, and Mrs. Herman and Mr. Cohn will attend.  

Mrs. Torbert presented images for flyers we could use if we decide to design our own program.

With no further business to discuss, the June 20, 2011 meeting of the Citizens Traffic Commission was adjourned at 9:30PM.  The next meeting of the CTC will be held on Monday, July 18, at 7:30PM, in the LMT municipal building.  









Respectfully Submitted,









Jeanne Bray, Recording Secretary
