Lower Makefield Township
Environmental Advisory Council

February 8, 2012

Meeting Minutes

Those Present:

Environmental Advisory Council:

Jim Bray, Chairman







Alan Dresser, Vice Chairman







Rick Ewing, Member







Gail Stringer, Member







Joe Sundeen, Member







Jeff Benedetto, Supervisor Liaison

Others:





Mark Bortman, Paul Roden

Welcome to New EAC Liaison Jeff Benedetto  – Mr. Bray welcomed Jeff Benedetto to the EAC as the new Supervisor Liaison.
Approval of January 11, 2012 Meeting Minutes – The January 11, 2012 EAC meeting minutes were approved unanimously, as written.
Grey Nun Academy – February 23, 2012 Environmental Problem Solving Panel – Mr. Bray and Mr. Dresser will be judges at the student problem solving event on February 23.  Mrs. Stringer offered to also act as judge if there is a need.

Open Space/Ragan Property – Mr. Bray updated the Commission on the Ragan property.  Mr. Bray and Mr. Dresser will meet with the Bucks County Open Space Committee on February 22, 2012.  In the meantime, Mr. Bray is working with Chris Kearns, Chair of the Committee, to ensure that they have everything they need from the EAC prior to the meeting.  

Cool Cities – Mrs. Stringer updated the Commission on Cool Cities, and reported that the first meeting of the Buy Green, Buy Local group was held.  At that meeting, there was discussion of the importance of measuring the impact of this project.  Mrs. Stringer has scheduled a follow up meeting for February 19.  The attendance at the first meeting was disappointing;  Mr. Sundeen recommended calling the invitees, rather than e-mailing only.  Mrs. Stringer will talk to Becky Cecchine, LMT’s Tax Collector, to see if it is possible to include an invitation in the next tax bill inviting residents to participate.  
Environmental Steward Award to Makefield Garden/BOS Presentation – Mr. Bray drafted a letter requesting the $500 for the Makefield Garden from the BOS.  Mr. Fedorchak reviewed the letter and asked that pictures of the garden be included.  The $500 will be used to build a pergola.  The plaque will cost an additional $40.  
Audubon Birdtown USA Update – Mrs. Brandt will update the EAC on this project after the Audubon Birdtown meeting on March 17.

Oxford Valley 21 Acre Subdivision Discussion – The Bible Fellowship Church on Oxford Valley Road is interested in buying  21 acres of Township property for expansion of the Church and additional parking spaces.  Mr. Benedetto said that he had recused himself from voting on this project since he attends the Church.  It is his opinion, however, that , if the Township sells that property to the Church, that money should be used to buy other open space.  Mr. Bray and Mr. Dresser spoke against the sale of this property at the BOS meeting, since it is counter to the LMT open space philosophy, which opposes selling Township land for profit.   The Church will be on the agenda at the March 21 BOS meeting; Mr. Bray suggested the EAC should discuss, and agree on, the presentation they will make at the meeting.   Mr. Dresser will write something and send it to Mr. Roden, along with pictures.   Mr. Roden will forward the information to the EAC e-mail list, asking people to come out to oppose the sale.   Members of the EAC will write letters to the editor at the Yardley News and Courier Times.  
Drainage Basin Naturalization Project – Mr. Bray is meeting with Mr. Hoffmeister on Monday to tour the Township looking for 10-20 more basins for the program.  Mr. Bray asked the EAC to let him know if they see any additional basins.  He mentioned that the basin at the Garden of Reflection has been seeded and looks beautiful.   The EAC will be pushing for more seeding next year.  The Township has saved more than $50,000 as a result of this project.  Mr. Bray will be speaking to the Pennsylvania Environmental Commission about this project on March 3.

Environmental Lecture Series- Mr. Roden gave an update on the environmental series.  He has been in touch with the Green Jobs Academy of BCCC, who may be able to provide a speaker, and is also speaking to someone about the Girl Scouts Go Green Initiative

Year End Review – Mr. Bray will have the EAC 2011 year-end review completed within a week.
Odds and Ends –  
Mr. Bray spoke about some dead trees along Oxford Valley Road on the ballfields; there are about a half dozen that need to be replaced. Mr. Dresser suggested we might be able to tap developers who owe the Township replacement trees; he will determine the number of trees the developers have agreed to give the Township.  Mr. Bray said we could possibly get bare root trees from the Tree Tenders program.  Mr. Ewing will follow up with Donna Liney.     
Assignments - The EAC will be investigating solar energy for the Township; Mr. Bray asked Mr. Bortman to work with him on the project, because of his expertise in solar energy, and Mr. Bortman agreed.  

Yardley Voice and BCCT Articles  - Mr. Bray pointed out that the Yardley Voice had published two articles in the last Yardley Voice, one on Cool Cities, which Mrs. Stringer had written, and the other on the EAC, which Mr. Bray had written.  In addition, Mr. Bray was quoted in an article in the BCCT speaking on open space.
Mr. Roden is working on a glossary of terms for the website, to provide more information on stormwater management issues for the public.

Mr. Dresser will send updated information on recycling to the Township Tax Collector for inclusion with the tax bill.

Land Reviews –

Aria – Aria provided an improved application but, otherwise, there is no news.

Freeman’s Farms – Mr. Dresser submitted comments in January but has not gotten any response.

Bright Farms – Mr. Bray reported that he and Mr. Dresser had attended the BOS meeting at which Bright Farms presented their plan, and spoke in favor of the project.  Mr. Bray also attended an additional meeting, which the Bright Farms people had scheduled to provide a forum where the public could get their questions answered.   After discussion of the project, the EAC agreed that they would support the project as long as:  1) no local farmers would be hurt; 2) the location is appropriate; 3) the project is consistent with Cool Cities; 4) the legal terminology fits in with regulations; 5) it is approved by the Land Review Board.

Mr. Benedetto reported that the Senior Center Committee had agreed on four possible locations for the Center and will present to the BOS on February 15.  He asked the EAC to think about which of the four they think is most appropriate.  
With no further business to discuss, the February  8, 2012 meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council was adjourned at 9:15PM.  The next meeting will be held on March 14, 2012, at the LMT municipal building, at 7PM.










Respectfully Submitted,










James J. Bray, Chairman
