Lower Makefield Township
Environmental Advisory Council

September 12, 2012

Meeting Minutes

Those Present:


Jim Bray, Chairman





Alan Dresser, Vice Chairman





Jeff Benedetto, Supervisor Liaison





Mark Bortman, Member





Paul Roden, Member





Gail Stringer, Member





Joe Sundeen, Member

Absent:


Rick Ewing, Member

Approval of June 14, 2012 EAC Minutes –The June 14, 2012 EAC meeting minutes were approved with changes.

Leck Recycling Event in Lower Makefield Township – Mr. Roden had sent the flyer on the event to the EAC e-mail list; however, there were problems with it, possibly because of the graphics.  Mr. Roden and Mr. Dresser will try to resolve the problems.  The information has been on the LMT website, though not on the home page, and on the cable channel.  It will be moved to the home page of the website closer to the date of the event.  Mrs. Bray will call Tina Leck to find out if they will need any volunteers from LMT/EAC.  Mr. Roden reported that girl scouts had offered to help.  Flyers were distributed for posting.  Mrs. Bray will contact the Advance and the Yardley Voice about posting information on the event
Bird Town Update – Mrs. Brandt was not in attendance to give the update.

Cool Cities Update – Mrs. Stringer will schedule a room in the Township building for a September meeting.  She will schedule a separate meeting to discuss Co2 measurement tools.  Mrs. Bray will finish categorizing the list of LMT businesses.  Once there is a viable list, members of the committee will call the businesses to gauge their level of interest in a buy local campaign.

Environmental Lecture Series – Mr. Bray asked Mr. Roden to work toward having a lecture in November.  After discussion of possible topics, it was agreed that the impact of global warming on agriculture and its impact on health and security would be timely and interesting.  Mr. Bray will contact the Penn State Agricultural Extension about speakers.   Mr. Sundeen will reach out to his contact in Doylestown about a possible winter lecture on meadows.  
Pervious Pavement Ordinance  - Mr. Dresser distributed copies of a draft ordinance he had completed.   He and Mr. Bray will work on the draft and bring a completed copy to the next meeting for the approval of the EAC.  It was suggested that steps must be taken by the Township to ensure that the pervious pavement is properly maintained.  Mr. Bray will get information on maintaining pervious surfaces from the people in Upper Makefield who have employed the use of pervious materials.

Ragan Property Update – The purchase of this property was approved.  Mr. Dresser reminded the BOS at the meeting that there is more money for open space, which will be lost if we don’t use it.  It was suggested that we do a lecture on the benefits of open space, perhaps in 2013.  Mr. Bray thinks he could get speakers from the County and the Nature Conservancy.

Energy Audit Update – Mr. Bortman reported that the audit was done 5 years ago and that only small items from the energy audit have been completed.    There is no money in the budget to do any of the big items.  Mr. Bortman had received an application from the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission offering technical assistance on energy efficiency but he got no response to his request for information needed to complete the application; the time has since expired.  Mr. Benedetto will talk to the BOS about the audit, and Mr. Bray and Mr. Dresser will add it to their agenda for their next meeting with Mr. Fedorchak.
Land Reviews –

 Scammel Corners – This development has been approved.  

Bright Farms – Bright Farms cut down approximately 6 times the number of trees that was indicated in their plan.  They have committed to replacing them with 39 new ones.  The green house is scheduled to be completed by December 2012.
Bible Fellowship Church  - There has been no additional movement on this project; however, Mr. Benedetto remarked that he believes there is a strong argument for taking any money that may come to the Township from this project in the future, and spend it for additional open space.
BOS Update – 

Sale of Satterthwaite Parcel – The only bid was from a large animal veterinarian.  There were questions raised in response to the vet’s presentation of her plan to the BOS.  The plan reflects the need for 4 variances and 4 waivers.  In addition, it was noted that no neighbors were notified prior to the presentation.  There was a suggestion that, because of all the changes that were made to the Township’s requirements after the original bidding process, the property should be put out to bid again. 
Open Discussion – 

PEC Conference – Mr. Bray informed the group of a Pennsylvania Environmental Council Conference in Hershey, Pa., on September 18 and 19; the cost is $70.  Stormwater management will be one of the main topics.

Environmental Stewardship Award – It was suggested that a strong candidate for the award this year is a young woman who has been instrumental in implementing recycling at the baseball and soccer fields during Pennsbury tournaments.  Mrs. Bray will follow up on this.  

Hough Associates 904 Grant – Mr. Dresser will add this item to the agenda for the meeting with Mr. Fedorchak.

BOS Budget Meeting – Mr. Bray reported that members of the EAC will be in attendance at the upcoming budget meetings, when the EAC budget is discussed.



Clean Energy Conference in Philadelphia – Mr. Roden reported that there is a clean energy conference in Philadelphia on September 13 and 14.

With no further business to discuss, the September 12, 2012 EAC meeting was adjourned.  The next EAC meeting will be held on October 10, 2012, at 7PM at the LMT municipal building.  

















Respectfully Submitted,


















James J. Bray, Chairman
