Lower Makefield Township
Environmental Advisory Council

November 14, 2012

Meeting Minutes

Those Present:



Jim Bray, Chairman






Alan Dresser, Vice Chairman






Laura Brandt, Alternate Member






Mark Bortman, Member






Rick Ewing, Member






Paul Roden, Member






Joe Sundeen, Member

The November 14, 2012 meeting of the LMT Environmental Advisory Council was called to order at 7:00PM.

Approval of October 10, 2012 Minutes – The EAC minutes of October 10, 2012 were approved unanimously, as amended.

Meghan Rogalus, Bucks County Conservation District – Ms. Rogalus reported on the grant that the BCCD, along with Princeton Hydro, helped LMT to secure - to retrofit four Township basins in the Core Creek Watershed, in the Northern part of the Township.  When the plans are final, she will return to an EAC meeting, probably no later than January 2013.  It is a federal grant, funneled through the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.    
Update EAC Website – Mr. Bray asked everyone to take a look at the EAC portion of the LMT website and recommend any changes.  

Info on Waterless Urinals – At Mr. Bray’s request, Mr. Bortman had researched waterless urinals.  He reported that they cost $500 each.  The greatest savings is realized when they are put in new construction because they eliminate the need for water lines.  It was suggested that they should be considered for the new community center.
November 4 G.O.A.L. Cleanup at Bluestone – Mr. Bray reported on the cleanup of invasive plants at Bluestone in LMT.  Both he and Mr. Bortman participated.  Woodside Presbyterian Church also provided volunteers; Mr. Bray commended the Church on their participation. 

Cool Cities Sustainability Plan Update – Mrs. Stringer was not able to attend the meeting, but Mr. Bray reported that she had previously asked him for information on the ICCLEI software that had been used earlier in the Cool Cities project.  Mr. Bray contacted John Ackler, who does not feel that the software can be of much use now; instead, he recommended going to the Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission because they are putting out new numbers on a regular basis.    

Pervious Paving Draft Ordinance – Mr. Dresser provided a draft of the ordinance to the group for their review.  After the Township Engineer has had a chance to submit his changes, the document should be submitted to the LMT Planning Commission.  Once the ordinance has been approved, it can be added to the website.  Mr. Dresser and Mr. Bray are still discussing how much pervious/impervious should be allowed.  Mr. Bray mentioned that one park in Upper Makefield has pervious material and vacuums it once or twice a year.  Mr. Bray will let Mr. Dresser know the name of the park.  Part of the Makefield Elementary School parking lot is alsopervious.

Environmental Steward Award – There have been no new nominations received.  A motion was made to present the award to Kimmie Wodzanowski; the motion was seconded and passed unanimously.  Mrs. Mazzitelli will complete the application. 
Audubon Bird Town USA – Mrs. Brandt gave an update on the program.  She has attended training and participated in other Bird Town activities.  There are five signs that must be placed around the Township; Mr. Bray will take responsibility for finding the appropriate locations.  Mrs. Brandt has sold approximately 25 signs to residents.  Information on the project should go in the EAC newsletter; Mrs. Brandt will write an article and send it to Mr. Roden.  She reported that there will be a dinner meeting, which she is unable to attend, on Friday, December 7, 6-8PM, where the year will be reviewed.   She hoped that someone else from the EAC would attend. 

Recycling Update - Hough Associates – Mr. Bray received some information from Tom Hough regarding this program.  Mr. Hough calculated that LMT could earn $12,000 for 2011 if they decide to participate in the program. 

Land Reviews – 
Samost Tract Ballfields – Mr. Dresser had drafted a comments letter and will send it out to everyone for their review.  He asked that everyone forward their changes in time for him to get final comments to Nancy Frick by Monday, November 19.  

Bible Fellowship Subdivision – The Church has a new plan, which is to buy 8.8 acres for parking.  The EAC will recommend against the sale.  However, if the sale is approved, the EAC will recommend that they consider pervious surfaces, as well as limit new parking areas to those that are in Phase 1.  They would like to see all money from the sale applied to the purchase of open space.  

EAC Budget for 2013 – Mr. Fedorchak has indicated that the EAC will receive a budget amount of $4,000 in 2013.  Mr. Bray plans to attend the upcoming budget meeting, when the EAC budget is being discussed.   
New Business – It was suggested that there be a lecture on Bird Town as part of the lecture series, on, or around, Earth Day.

Mr. Bray and Mr. Dresser are going to talk to Mr. Fedorchak and Kevin Kall about mulching the trees in the Township.

Old Business – In response to a question about the electronics recycling, it was reported that it was very successful, and that there will be another one in the Spring.  Mr. Dresser will find out when the County is doing theirs. It was thought that Leck might want to consider additional ways of publicizing the event.

With no further business to discuss, the November 14, 2012 meeting of the LMT Environmental Advisory Council was adjourned at 9:20PM.  The next meeting of the EAC will be held on December 12, in the LMT municipal building, at 7PM.














Respectfully Submitted,















James J. Bray, Chairman
