Lower Makefield Township
Environmental Advisory Council
March 12, 2014
Meeting Minutes

Present: James Bray, Chairman
Alan Dresser, Vice Chairman
Mark Bortman, Member
Rick Ewing, Member
Paul Roden, Member
Gail Stringer, Member

Also in attendance: Cynthia D’Alessio, EAC Associate Member; Geoff Goll, LMT resident and former EAC
member; John Tracey, Countess Drive resident; Connie Smith, representative from Makefield Lakes
Citizens Association; Mark Eisold, Boucher and James ; Debbie O’Hara, Countess Drive resident; Sean
Wagner, Countess Drive resident; Matt Conley, LMT resident

Approval of February 12, 2014 EAC Minutes — The February 12, 2014 minutes of the Environmental
Advisory Council were approved unanimously, as amended.

Countess-South Stream Wall — Mr. Bray provided background on this issue. A wall had been built in a

waterway on the Tracey property on the corner of Countess and South Drives. Building in a waterway is
prohibited by Township ordinance; in addition, there had been reports that neighbors had been affected
negatively by the presence of the wall. Mr. Bray explained that the Supervisors had asked the EAC to
include this item on their meeting agenda, so that they might facilitate agreement among the parties on
a mutually acceptable resolution to the problems the wall has presented. Mr. Bray explained that the
EAC would be acting in an advisory capacity only.

Mr. Bray asked Mr. Tracey to speak first. Mr. Tracey said that his attitude has changed. After
discussions with neighbors and other interested parties, he took a close look at where the water was
coming out, and realized that once the water began to build at or near the top of the wall, the velocity
did, in fact, increase. He concluded that, even though the wall might have been constructed correctly
from a civil engineering perspective, it does impact the flow. He explained that he is working with Van
Cleef Engrs.to remediate the situation. In answer to a question from the EAC, he acknowledged that, to
make it right, he knows he will have to remove the wall and approximately 15 tons of fill.

Mr. Bray acknowledged the EAC’s appreciation to Mr. Tracey for his change in attitude and volunteered
the EAC's expertise and advice. Mr. Goll also offered to do whatever he could to help minimize the
financial burden on Mr. Tracey. Mr. Bray asked the other residents, and Mr. Eisold, for their thoughts.
There were unanimous expressions of appreciation for Mr. Tracey’s change of heart. In addition, Mr.
Wagner, who lives upstream from Mr. Tracey, expressed appreciation for the work that the Township



and EAC have done to address this issue, but would like to see a similar interest in a wall upstream from
him that was built three or four summers ago. He said it is a very long wall, partially on Township
property. Mr. Bray indicated that the EAC would pass on this information to the LMT Zoning Dept. Ms.
Smith talked about the dredging that had been done on Silver Lake in the 90s, and pointed out the
impact that steps taken upstream from the Lake can have on the Lake. She mentioned that the MLCA is
working on finding ways they can dredge the Lake again.

Mr. Eisold said that, currently, there is a lot of attention being given to this kind of action/reaction,
particularly by the DEP. He also suggested that it is important to provide much more education on
these waterway issues, and noted that people with water on their properties have unique
responsibilities. In response to a question from Mr. Bortman it was suggested that the correct
procedure to follow, if you do see something that you think is a problem, is to call the LMT Zoning
Department.

The EAC members expressed appreciation to Mr. Tracey for taking a step back and rethinking his
position. Mr. Dresser asked where we go from here. Mr. Tracey hopes to have plans ready by the April
15 BOS meeting. Mr. Eisold said the engineers would have to look at the plans first; Mr. Bray asked that
Mr. Tracy send the plans to the EAC when they are completed.

Regarding 13 South Drive, the wall mentioned earlier in the meeting, Mr. Eisold will look at that wall and
the pipes that send water into the stream, as will the EAC.

Cool Cities Buy Local — This project is on hold until we get the letter on Township letterhead.

GOAL Earth Day Info — Mr. Bray reported that this event, sponsored by GOAL, is on April 26 at Core
Creek Park. Mr. Bray asked the EAC to consider whether the Council should participate. He will provide

more details after he hears from Mr. Frazier.

Open Space Update — Mr. Bray, Mr. Dresser and Mrs. D’Alessio have reviewed 30 properties and talked

to the property owners. They have a list of recommendations to present to the BOS in Executive Session
at an upcoming meeting.

Conference Attendance Reports and Upcoming Events — Mrs. D’Alessio provided an overview of the
Land Ethics Symposium, which she attended in February, and found to be very beneficial. Mr. Bray

encouraged the EAC members to take advantage of the conferences and other educational
opportunities that are available to them.

Pervious Pavement Ordinance Update — The ordinance will be presented at the BOS meeting of March

19. Mr. Bray will do the introduction, and Mr. Dresser will provide a power point presentation.

LMT Tree Tenders — When Mr. Bray and Mr. Dresser have their next meeting with Mr. Fedorchak, they
will ask him about getting 20 trees for the Oxford Valley softball field.




The Tree Tenders are developing an informational pamphlet that will be ready in time for the April 5
Trees 101 Seminar.

Land Use Reviews — Mr. Dresser reported that no new plans have been submitted but that Harris Farm
builders presented their plans at the last BOS meeting. The Supervisors seemed to be in agreement with
the EAC that the property is appropriate for 30 houses, rather than 35.

Trees 101 Seminar — The flyer for the April 5" seminar needs one minor change, and will then be sent
out to the EAC and widely distributed.

EAC Environmental Lecture Series — Mr. Bortman will be giving a presentation, sponsored by the

Newtown Township EAC, on April 12. He and Tom Wells will be discussing energy efficiency and
alternative energy, at the Newtown Township Building. Mr. Bortman had considered doing the same
presentation as part of the LMT EAC lecture series, but will wait to see how the Newtown lecture is
received.

Mr. Bortman would like to do a presentation on composting and rain barrels sometime in May. Mr.
Fedorchak is not interested in having the Township buy bins and barrels to sell to the residents, but Falls
Township sells rain barrels at cost to their residents; we may be able to get some from them. Once we
know the date of the County electronics recycling event, we can schedule our event and our
composting/rain barrel presentation.

Heritage Tree Ordinance — Mrs. D’Alessio presented her draft ordinance, largely written using

information from heritage tree ordinances which are already in place. She will incorporate comments
from the EAC and continue to fine-tune the document and will also work on designing the nominating
and consent forms.

Tax Bill Notices — Mr. Bray pointed out that the LMT tax bill notices recently mailed to residents
included information on the Trees 101 seminar, the LMT Tree Tenders, and a notice to residents

regarding disturbance of natural resource areas.

Tree Plague-Patterson Magnolia — Mr. Ewing reported that his daughter is making progress in the work
she is doing on the design for the plaque.

Drainage Basin Project — Mr. Bortman is taking over this project from Mr. Bray. He will go on the road

tour this year with Mr. Bray and Kevin Kall, which should be held within the next month. Regarding the
“no mow” signs they have been discussing for the naturalized basins, Mr. Bray will send Mr. Bortman a
picture of the sign he has seen in Washington Crossing, after which Mr. Bortman will draft a sample and
forward it to the EAC. Mr. Bortman suggested that, when there is a basin that has met with resistance
from neighbors, we might want to consider naturalizing only part of the basin. Mrs. D’Alessio suggested,
since having trees in basins is considered desirable, that the Tree Tenders might be able to do that work.



In response to a question about the basin retrofit project, Mr. Bray reported that it is on hold until the

weather breaks.

Open Discussion — In their next meeting with Mr. Fedorchak, Mr. Bray and Mr. Dresser will check on the
status of replacing the trees in the Township complex.

Mr. Dresser raised the issue of the community center and mentioned that it had been on the BOS
agenda at a recent meeting. After discussion, it was agreed that the EAC should take a proactive role in
the planning process to ensure that the community center is a green building, as the Green Building
Ordinance prescribes. Mr. Dresser suggested that the EAC members review the discussion of the
community center at the BOS meeting, after which they can draft a letter to the Township.

With no further business to discuss, the March 12, 2014 meeting of the Environmental Advisory Council
was adjourned at 9:30PM. The next meeting of the EAC will be held on April 9, 2014, at 7PM in the LMT

municipal building.

Respectfully Submitted,

James J. Bray, Chairman






