
Floodplain Information and Flood Insurance Update 

FEMA Flood Insurance Study and Flood Insurance Rate Maps Update 

At their July 16
th

 meeting, the Lower Makefield Township Board of Supervisors adopted a new 

Floodplain Management Ordinance (Ordinance #396).  The Floodplain Ordinance was prepared and 

adopted in accordance with the requirements of FEMA’s National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  

The newly adopted Ordinance can be viewed at http://www.lmt.org/wp-

content/uploads/2014/08/Ordinance-396-Floodplain-Regulations.pdf or at the following links:  

Chapter 200: Zoning  

§ 200-53 Floodplain Definitions and General Provisions http://ecode360.com/11227254  

§ 200-54 Floodplain Administration http://ecode360.com/11227277  

§ 200-55 Identification of Floodplain Areas http://ecode360.com/11227286  

§ 200-56 Floodplain Technical Provisions http://ecode360.com/11227287  

§ 200-57 Floodplain Prohibited Activities with No Variance Granted http://ecode360.com/11227288  

§ 200-58 Existing Structures in Identified Floodplain Areas http://ecode360.com/11227304  

§ 200-59 Floodplain Variances http://ecode360.com/11227327 

In 2010, FEMA updated the Flood Insurance Study (FIS) and Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) for 

Bucks County.  To improve accuracy, the redrawn maps used a new digital base map and incorporated 

the new Delaware River floodplain study. New surveyed river cross-sections, LiDAR information and 

updated hydrology were used to prepare the new floodplain mapping.  The new FIS and FIRMs made 

changes to the current flood zones, which determine who must buy flood insurance. This mapping 

update has changed the flood risk status of hundreds of individual properties.  The Township Engineer’s 

office reviewed the pending 2010 FIRMs to determine which properties would be affected in the 

Township.  Plans were prepared showing the affected properties.  The Township sent letters notifying 

hundreds of property owners of the potential change to their flood risk status. 

On March 16, 2015, the new Flood Insurance Study and Flood Insurance Rate Maps became effective 

(replacing the May 18, 1999 FIS and FIRMs). 

For more information on Flood Hazard Mapping, download FEMA’s Flood Hazard Mapping Fact 

Sheet. 

The March 16, 2015 FIRMs are available for review at the Lower Makefield Township Municipal 

Building Monday-Friday 8:00-4:00 pm, or can be viewed on-line at the FEMA Map Service Center:  

https://msc.fema.gov/portal 

Community Rating System Participation 

Lower Makefield Township adopted the new Floodplain Ordinance in advance of this date as an 

important step in the process of joining the FEMA Community Rating System (CRS).  The CRS offers a 
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discount for individual Flood Insurance policies within the participating municipality.  The Township 

worked with FEMA to complete the necessary steps required for acceptance into the CRS Program.  The 

Township submitted the required documentation and was awarded a “Letter of Good Standing” from 

FEMA.  The Township worked with FEMA to complete the Community Rating System Application, the 

last step of entering the Program.  The Application was reviewed and a CRS Rating of 7 was confirmed 

by FEMA for Lower Makefield Township.   

On May 1, 2016, Lower Makefield Township was accepted into the CRS Program which will provide 

the opportunity for discounted Flood Insurance Premiums to the residents.  At the May 18, 2016 Board 

of Supervisors Meeting, a FEMA representative presented a plaque to the Township commemorating the 

Township’s entrance into the CRS Program.   

The CRS Rating of 7 qualifies the owners of homes and businesses mapped within the A and AE Flood 

Zone for a 15% discount on their Flood Insurance Policy premium upon renewal or the initiation of their 

policy.     

Flood Protection Information and Resources 

The Bucks County Free Library Yardley-Makefield Branch now has the following FEMA Publications 

regarding Flood Protection available at the Front Desk for viewing/ borrowing: 

1. Protecting Building Utilities from Flood Damage 

2. Protecting Floodplain Resources 

3. Answers to Questions about the NFIP 

4. Elevated Residential Structures 

5. Above the Flood:  Elevating Your Floodprone House 

6. Protecting Manufactured Homes from Floods and Other Hazards 

Other informative website links regarding Flood Insurance and Flood Protection are: 

Important information about the National Flood Insurance Program 

Important information on Flood Insurance Benefits 

 

http://www.lmt.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/FEMA-NFIP-Summary-of-Coverage-1-2014.pdf
http://www.lmt.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/FEMA-NFIP-Flood-Insurance-Benefits-vs-Disaster-Relief-1-2014.pdf

