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10th Annual Lower Makefield Veterans Parade and Ceremony 

Sun., Nov. 6th – Parade begins 1 pm; Ceremony immediately following 

The 10th Annual Lower Makefield Veterans Parade and Ceremony will be held on Sun., Nov. 6th beginning at 
1 pm at Edgewood & Long Acre Lane, with a ceremony immediately following at Veterans Square Park, 
Edgewood & Heacock.  The parade will feature veterans from various conflicts, local dignitaries, area scout 
troops, fire trucks, and much more.  All veterans, scouts, school, athletic, and community groups are invited to 
march in the parade and attend the ceremony.  This year’s parade and ceremony mark the second anniversary 
of the dedication of Veterans Square Monument, a timeless monument designed to honor veterans of the 
past, present and future in a peaceful, uplifting, community park setting.    

This year’s parade marshal is distinguished Vietnam Army aviator Joseph Keller.  He served as a Cobra attack 
helicopter pilot with the 101st Airborne Division.  He has been awarded five Distinguished Flying Crosses, a 
Bronze Star medal, forty-two Air Medals for flying over 1000 combat hours, an Army Commendation medal, and 
a Cross of Gallantry medal from the Vietnamese government.  Mr. Keller and his wife are long-time Lower 
Makefield residents, and he currently serves as VFW Post 6393 Vice Commander.  He also serves as a VFW 
certified Service Officer helping fellow veterans with VA benefits.   

The guest speaker at the ceremony is US Navy Leading Petty Officer Joshua Johnson.  Mr. Johnson enlisted in 
the Marine Corps in 1994, became a signals intelligence operator, and deployed to Rota, Spain in 1996, and then 
to Greece supporting operations in the Mediterranean, before being honorably discharged as a corporal in 
1999.  His service to his country did not end there, however.  He joined the Navy Reserves in 2010 as an 
Intelligence Specialist and was deployed for two years to the US Africa Command in England.  He currently 
works for the Defense Combating Terrorism Center in Northern Virginia as a contractor, and serves with the 
Office of Naval Intelligence in Fort Dix, NJ as a Leading Petty Officer.  He is a member of VFW Post 6393. 

The Pennsbury High School’s Marching Band – the Long Orange Line will again be a part of both the parade and 
ceremony.  The band performed on its fifth continent – Australia – this past March, and is the only band to have 
performed at all five Disneyland parks around the world. The band has performed in England, Hong Kong, China 
and Argentina.  They will be joined by members of the Pennsbury High School Chamber Choir.  Students from 
the choral department have performed with major conductors and composers in the US and Europe, at venues 
including the White House and Carnegie Hall, and in Prague, Berlin, London and Dublin.  The PHS Choral 
Department has more student members than any other high school on the East Coast. 

Veterans Square Monument’s Wall of Honor contains the names of over 700 local Yardley and LMT veterans.  
Veterans Square Foundation, which created the monument, will soon install an additional bronze plaque with 
the names of another 80 local veterans.  Names of veterans who lived in these two communities can be 
submitted to VSF for future plaques.  Each plaque costs over $2000 to create and install, so donations of any 
amount are continuously needed and welcomed.    

Anyone can purchase an Engraved Freedom Paver as part of the foundation’s Stepping Stone Campaign 
beginning at $125.  The pavers will be installed annually prior to Veterans Day.  Contact VeteransSquare.org or 
call 267-274-1195 for more info. 

This is a Shine-Only event and will not be rescheduled in case of heavy rain.  A recorded message will be 
available by 10 am on the 6th if the weather is questionable – 267-274-1195.  We hope the community will join 
us to thank those who make freedom possible for us all. 

Honor – Celebrate – Educate 
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