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National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Community Rating 

System is a voluntary incentive program that recognizes and 

encourages community floodplain management activities 

that exceed the minimum program requirements.

As a result, flood insurance premium rates are discounted to 

reflect the reduced flood risk resulting from the community 

actions meeting the three goals of the CRS:

1. Reduce flood damage to insurable property

2. Strengthen and support the insurance aspects of the 

National Flood Insurance Program

3. Encourage a comprehensive approach to floodplain 

management



Historic Crests

(1) 30.60 ft on 03/08/1904

(2) 28.60 ft on 08/20/1955

(3) 28.50 ft on 10/11/1903

(4) 25.33 ft on 04/04/2005

(5) 25.09 ft on 06/29/2006

(6) 24.43 ft on 03/19/1936

(7) 23.60 ft on 03/02/1902

(8) 23.41 ft on 09/19/2004

(9) 22.20 ft on 01/20/1996

(10) 22.16 ft on 09/09/2011

(11) 21.12 ft on 05/24/1942

(12) 21.10 ft on 03/28/1913

(13) 20.80 ft on 02/13/1925

(14) 20.76 ft on 01/09/2014

(15) 20.64 ft on 05/30/1984

(16) 20.62 ft on 04/01/1940

Lower Makefield has a long history of 

flooding along the Delaware River as 

well as the other streams and tributaries 

that flow through the Township

(17) 20.59 ft on 03/12/2011

(18) 20.49 ft on 08/29/2011

(19) 20.43 ft on 08/25/1933

(20) 20.22 ft on 03/16/1986

(21) 20.20 ft on 03/29/1914

(22) 20.07 ft on 12/12/1952

(23) 19.93 ft on 01/15/2018 

(24) 19.78 ft on 06/30/1973

(25) 17.88 ft on 12/03/1996

(26) 17.86 ft on 06/23/1972

(27) 17.85 ft on 10/02/2010

(28) 17.23 ft on 01/20/2006 

(29) 17.02 ft on 11/10/1996

(30) 16.79 ft on 10/30/2003

(31) 16.46 ft on 05/01/2014

(32) 15.67 ft on 05/12/1998

https://water.weather.gov/ahps2/crests.php?wfo=phi&gage=tren4&crest_type=historic

1955 Flood Aerial from USACOE

https://water.weather.gov/ahps2/crests.php?wfo=phi&gage=tren4&crest_type=historic


On May 1, 2016, Lower Makefield Township 

was accepted into the Community Rating 

System (CRS) Program which provides for 

discounted Flood Insurance Premiums to 

Lower Makefield Township residents. 

The current CRS Rating of 7 qualifies the 

owners of homes and businesses mapped 

within the A and AE Flood Zone for a 15% 

discount on their National Flood Insurance 

Program Policy (NFIP) premium upon renewal 

or the initiation of their policy.



The NFIP Community Rating System classes 

for local communities are based on 19 

creditable activities, organized under four 

categories:

• Public Information

• Mapping and Regulations

• Flood Damage Reduction

• Flood Preparedness



CRS Activities to be implemented by Lower 

Makefield Township during the next 5-year cycle

310 (Elevation Certificates) 

320 (Map Information Service) 

330 (Outreach Projects)

340 (Hazard Disclosure) 

350 (Flood Protection Information) 

360 (Flood Protection Assistance)

420 (Open Space Preservation) 

430 (Higher Regulatory Standards)

440 (Flood Data Maintenance)

450 (Stormwater Management

501 (Repetitive Loss Requirements)

510 (Floodplain Management Planning)

520 (Acquisition and Relocation)

Other creditable CRS Activities can be implemented at any 

time to possibly increase the flood insurance discount



Flood Protection Information and Resources

The following FEMA Publications regarding Flood Protection are 

available at the Township offices and the Library for viewing or loan:

• Protecting Building Utilities from Flood Damage

• Reducing Damage from Localized Flooding

• Answers to Questions about the NFIP

• Elevated Residential Structures

• Above the Flood: Elevating Your Floodprone House

• Protecting Manufactured Homes from Floods and Other Hazards

https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/3729
https://www.fema.gov/pdf/fima/FEMA511-complete.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/272
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1509-20490-6744/fema54.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1443-20490-3026/fema347cvr_toc.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1501-20490-6993/a_fema_p85_cvr_toc.pdf


• Help you determine whether parcels located in the Township are 

affected by floodplains

Lower Makefield Township provides assistance to 

all property owners, lenders, realtors, and 
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• Help you determine whether parcels located in the Township are affected 

by floodplains

• Review Flood maps and other information

• Provide Elevation Certificate, flood depth and property data

• Answer questions about flood insurance

• Conduct site visits to assist with localized flooding issues

• Answer questions about building projects in the floodplain

You should consider taking advantage of this service prior to offering 

any property for sale or for construction.

Contact the LMT Planning Department if you need assistance from our 

Professional Engineers or Certified Floodplain Managers.

Lower Makefield Township provides assistance to 

all property owners, lenders, realtors, and 

builders through the following services:



The FEMA Flood Map Service Center (MSC) Search by 

Address feature enables you to enter an address, a place, or 

a set of longitude/latitude coordinates to find the effective 

flood map for that location. 

After locating the 

flood map, you 

can view or 

download it, as 

well as view or 

download any 

Letters of Map 

Change (LOMC) 

issued for that 

flood map.  You 

can quickly 

assess your 

flood risk using 

these online 

tools. 

https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home


• Floodplains (FEMA)

• Streams

• Subwatersheds

• National Wetlands Inventory 

• Parcels (tax data)

• Municipal Zoning

• Contours

• Current and Historic Imagery

The Bucks County Parcel & Floodplain Viewer GIS 

mapping resources contain the following layers 

that are useful when evaluating a property:

https://bucksgis.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html


Know Your Risk: 

Is my Property in a Flood Plain? 

Consider Buying Flood Insurance

You should consider purchasing flood insurance if you’re in a Special 

Flood Hazard Area.  

Homes and businesses in high-risk flood areas with mortgages from 

federally regulated or insured lenders are required to have flood 

insurance.  

For residents living outside an area of high risk, having flood 

insurance may still be a wise choice: More than 20 percent of flood 

claims come from properties outside the high-risk flood area.

https://www.floodsmart.gov/why/all-about-flood-maps


Insurance Agent Referral Call Center. To sell flood insurance, your 

agent or insurer must participate in the National Flood Insurance 

Program (NFIP). If your insurance agent does not sell flood insurance, 

you can contact the NFIP Referral Call Center at 1-800-427-4661 to 

request an agent.

More about Flood Insurance. The website, www.floodsmart.gov offers 

clear, helpful information from the National Flood Insurance Program.

Floodplain Information. The Township website, www.lmt.org offers 

information on LMT’s Floodplain Management Ordinance & FEMA's 

National Flood Insurance Program (under Public Safety).

http://www.floodsmart.gov/
https://www.lmt.org/public-safety/delaware-river-flood-info-and-insurance/
https://www.floodsmart.gov/


Delaware River flood information can be found at the 

National Weather Service’s website:

Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service

http://water.weather.gov/ahps2/hydrograph.php?wfo=phi&gage=tren4&prob_type=stage&source=hydrograph


Periodic posts (average twice per month) on floodplain 

topics are made simultaneously to the Facebook, Twitter, 

LinkedIn and the Lower Makefield Township webpage

newsfeed:

https://www.facebook.com/LowerMakefieldTownship
https://twitter.com/LMTGOV
https://www.lmt.org/




CRS Activity 510 – 2020 Annual Progress Report

Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) grants are available for house

elevation projects or property acquisition and house demolition projects.  

The grants and property owner funds cover between 75% and 100% of the 

engineering, construction, and administrative costs. 

The grant application requires a Designation of Agent Resolution for the application, 

and the grant application is due to PEMA by November 18, 2020. 
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