TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MAKEFIELD
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
MINUTES - APRIL 20, 2016

The regular meeting of the Bcard of Supervisors of the Township of Lower
Makefield was held in the Municipal Building on April 20, 2016, Chairman Benedetto
called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and called the Roll.

Those present:

Board of Supervisors: Jeff Benedetto, Chairman
john B. Lewis, Vice Chairman
Kristin Tvler, Secretary
Judi Reiss, Treasurer
David Fritcheyv, Supervisor

Others: Terry Fedorchak, Township Manager
David Truelove, Township Solicitor
Mark Eisold, Township Engineer
Kenneth Coluzzi, Chief of Police

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. James Kirlin, 722 Gordon Drive, Friends of Lake Afton, was present with

Ms. Michelle Sharer, President, and Mr. Nick Cremela, to provide an update on the
Friends of Lake Afton, Ms. Sharer stated Friends of Lake Afton is a 501C 3 which has
been in existence for more than forty years taking care of Lake Afton. She stated if
problems come up, they try to solve them. She stated {ifteen years ago there was an
algae problem, as there is today; and they bought aerators which took care of the
problem for about twelve years. She stated three years ago they started noticing
the algae CODHH‘?,U&* ¢, and eve ery year it gets worse, She stated if the algae
continues to grow, it will i : so foxic it will kil the fish md the w >1dme that
depend on the Lake for thei tence. Ms. Sharer stated they spent money last
year to hire Princeton Hydro to determine how th ey can fix the problem. She stated
this year they hired a company ¢ “’L determined their aerators were not working
properly and werz no longer ctive. She stated new aerators were installed last
month and biclogical products are also baing put inte the Lam and each year they
will see an improvemaeant,
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2d they will have the Yardley
i thev will have entertainment

Ms. Bobbie Moore, Yardlev B
Beer Fest on May 14, and ticket
and food as well.

4

Mr. David White, Gail Drive, stz ied
the conditions at the Raiiroad «
he has seen that they u’f» finalb
Edgewood crossing it doe
is concerned that when thev g

have any better c-un;f zm xns than they have

he and a number of others had complained about
sings, specifically the one at Heacock Road; and

& tti: g some attention. He ste t d he noticed at the
did anything with CSX track; and he
cand Stony Hill, they are not going to

e now. Mr. White —J % fi;[ PTA is going

MP—“"

to do all the tracks, or just their own. My Eisold stated some time ago he spoke to
SEPTA and their i@p!‘ESwnt‘Z;‘(é indicated that they would do all three tracks;

Y

however, more recently SEPTA indicated that mﬁ, cannot control the CSX track at
this point. Mr. Eiscld stated he has been contacting CSX to get them to do the same
thing that SEPTA is doing; and while he hasnot h eard a full answer from them, they
are working to get tha‘c done. Mr. White stated he noticed that this past Sunday CSX
was working on their own tracks, mu there were no freight trains running; and he
feels that would have iﬁ ne to have done thatw

agreed to contact CSX ag

oric as well, Mr. Eisold

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1 to approve

Lo e it JRibe w Sl a el v a Bt gt
tion carried ‘mm M,:~, absiaind

APPROVAL OF MARCH 21, 2016, APRIL 4, 2016, AND APRIL 18, 2016 WARRANT
LISTS AND MARCH, 2016 PAYROLL

Ms. Reiss moved, Mr. Lewis seconded and it was unanimously carvied to approve the
March 21, 2016, A):*% it 4, 2016, and April 18, 2016 Warrant Lists and March, 2016

T
Payroll as attached to the Minutes.

DISCUSSION OF 9711 EVENING CEREMONY AT THE GARDEN OF REFLECTION

Mr. Benedetto stated the discussion will be limited to the Garden of Reflection

es, or things that

v a discussion of
detto stated he
ask d Ms. Saracini

e

Ceremony, and they are not going to discuss maintenance, finan
have been discussed in the past He stated the discussion is stri
the 9/11 Evening Ceremony as that is the Agenda item. Mr. Be
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Mr. Benedetto stated they are here tonight to figure out a way that the Garden can
be honored in a way so that not just one group but that multiple groups can be
accommodated so that they can be sensitive to the sensibilities of all who come to
grieve and honor the departed, and accommodating and facilitating all appropriate
expressions of respect.

Mr. Benedetto stated as Chairman of the Board he knows that Supervisor Reiss filed
the Permit, but the first presentation he wants tonight is Ms. Valerie Mihalek and
whoever else she has brought to begin the presentation recognizing that everyone
will have an opportunity to speak. Mr. Fritchey asked when the Supervisors will be
able to speak; and Mr. Benedetto stated they will have the presentation first, the
Supervisors can then speak, and then the public can comment. Mr. Benedetto stated
what the Board knows and what other people know are two different things, and no
one knows what Ms. Mihalek’s group is proposing to do for the evening of 9/11;and
he wants to give them the opportunity to speak first.

Ms. Reiss stated she feels the first question is whether the Permit is valid or not,

and the second question would be on a compromise which has already been offered.
Mr. Benedetto stated he would like to speak to the compromise, and then as
Chairman of the Board he will give the opportunity to the group that is making

the presentation tonight to speak first about what Ceremony they propose.

Mr. Benedetto stated the compromise that was offered was 4:00. He stated the
definition of compromise is an agreement or settlement of a dispute that is reached
by each side making concessions; and there has never been a discussion between
the two groups, rather there has been a discussion internally by one group to say
that they would be willing to either not give them anything or give them 4:00 p.m.
He stated that is not the definition of a compromise and compromise is working
together to come up with a solution that is mutually agreeable. He stated there is no
compromise when one group dictates to the other side. He stated they will have the
discussion by the “other side” tonight, and then they will have a discussion about
what is reasonable and what is not reasonable.

Ms. Judi Reiss asked that the family members be identified. Ms. Valarie Mihalek
introduced herself. Ms. Geralynn Gatto introduced herself, and Ms. Reiss asked if
she was a family member. Mr. Benedetto stated they do not need to know who isa
family member and who is not a family member; however, Ms. Reiss disagreed.

Mr. Benedetto stated Ms. Mihalek has filed for a Permit in the past, and would like to
file for a Permit tonight; and this is an opportunity for Ms. Mihalek to come before
the Board and make a presentation about what she has done on multiple occasions
in the past. Mr. Benedetto stated they can introduce themselves as they see fit.
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Mr. Fritchey stated he understands that Ms. Mihalek is a friend and associate of
Ms. Saracini, and she is not a personal victim. Ms. Mihalek noted her husband, Don,
is a Federal law enforcement officer who evacuated 200 people on 9/11; and
everyone in the room was impacted by 9/11. She stated many of the people who
have worked with her over the years wanted to find a way to give back to the
community which has gone through so much.

Ms. Debbie Senko introduced herself and stated she lost her husband, Larry Senko.
Mr. Lou Jammer, Sumter Drive, stated he has been with the Salvation Army
Emergency Services for thirty-seven years. Ms. Geralynn Gatto stated sheisa9/11
family member. Ms. Ellen Saracini stated she is a 9/11 family member.

Ms. Valerie Mihalek read the letter she sent to the Board on behalf of herself and
some of the family members as follows: “We respectfully request the use of the
Garden of Reflection Memorial on September 11, 2016 from 1 p.m. on to host the
Remembrance in Light Ceremony. That timeframe is necessary for all our team of
volunteers to set up the Ceremony, go home change clothes, and then return to work
at the Remembrance in Light Ceremony. Our volunteers do this out of a sense of
commitment to the community and honoring 9/11. Since we coordinated and held
the Garden of Reflection Dedication Ceremony in 2006, the 9-11 Morning Memorial
Ceremony in 2007 (which was the first ceremony held at the Garden of Reflection on
9/11), the Ten Year Anniversary Ceremony in 2011 and succeeding Remembrance
in Light Ceremonies in 2012, 2013, and 2014, it has been an honor and privilege that
on a day that so many have memories of pain and loss, to help bring some solace to
the public and 9/11 families and leave them with a new memory that hopefully
sheds some light on what otherwise is a dark day in our Nation’s history. Each
Ceremony we have organized has had a theme, a meaning, and included the broader
community so that they too can have a way to give back to so many that gave all.
Various media, visitors, and civic groups have attended our Ceremonies and
commented about how much the Remembrance in Light Ceremony and the Garden
of Reflection mean to them. To that end, when we asked for a Use permit for 9/11
from 1 p.m. on, we were surprised to be told that no one could use the Garden from
7 a.m. on September 10 till 9 p.m. on September 11 (the year of the Fifteenth
Anniversary) due to an existing Use Permit issued to Supervisor Judi Reiss and the
Preservation Committee. The length of time the Garden could not be used was
puzzling since the Permitted Ceremonies are only from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. on
September 10 and from 7 a.m. through 11 a.m. on Sunday, September 11. Our
September 11 Use request was from 1 pm. on, which clearly does not conflict with
the other planned existing events. Based on that fact and the meaning the
Remembrance in Light Ceremony has for so many, we ask that you grant us our Use
Permit for the Garden of Reflection on September 11 from 1 p.m. to 9 p.m. Thank
you for your time, attention and support.” Ms. Valerie Mihalek stated listed on the
letter was her name and many other 9/11 family members.
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