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Bullets Found in Body
of Wife, Child and
Friend ) l
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‘Autopsy Reveals Girl's Head
Was Shattered by Buit of
Shotgun |
———— |
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'From a Staff Correspondent. |

GLASSBORO, N 0. Marech 24—
Ghastly evidences that Leo A Wharton
murdered his wife and child and .John-
eon Hemplhull. with whom the former is
;behe\ell to have been infatuated, fired!
his home on the New Brooklyn road anrH
tthon commutted <uicide. were re\edlcd;
today bs an autopsy performed upon the
charred bodies of the quartet at \Willrame-
town. |
Bewides the gunshot wound dia(‘-)\mul!
yesterdiy in Hemphili's chest, :mnthcr}
wound, mnficted by a .32-calibre 1evolver,
was found n his left side The wadding
of a shotgun shell had torn away lus
Leart and filled both lungs” with lm‘d
shot

Mr=  Wharton's right <houlder hlade
had been shattered and two mbs brolken
by a charge of ehot, which, entering
her back, had been sufficient to at Jeust
render her unconscious before flames he-
gan to spread thiough the lirtle farm.

house she had shared with her husl md
‘and their only <nld

i Child’y Slkoull Shattered ‘

- |

The child., a gul of onlv 5 years, the
|
i
|

autopsy showed, had received a 1evsher
shot 1n the head. a 32°calibre bullet drop
pIng from what was left of the latter|
‘while the Coroner’s physictan was con |
lductmg his examination of what the fie|
‘had Teft of 1t. There were eviden es, as
‘the charred shull hterally erumbled 0
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Upper—CHARLES LEO WHARTON IN CIRCLE. Lower—]JOSEPH
J. SUMMERVILLE, ASSISTANT PROSECUTING ATTORNEY,
WITH SHOTGUN, RIFLE AND LOCKS
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the physician’s hands, that it had bien
shatiered by blows from the stock of the
shotgun from which shot was dischurged
mmto the bodies of the cnld’s mother and

Hemphill

Coroner Vernon L. D Stultz, of Glou-
cester county, who yesterday found 1n the
ruins of the fire-swept W harton home the
12 gauge double barreled shotgun \Whar-
ton had possessed, today discovered, be-
for the autopsy was held, a .32calibre
rerolver Wharton had also owned.

Two of its chambers had been discharg-
ed, while the other three contained un-
uged shells. The Coroper stated that
the bullet found in the shull of Whar-
ton's httle girl was identical 1n calibre
with the shells remaming 1n the 1evolver.
He explammed that such a wound as
Hemphill had received would have been
inflicted by the same sort ot a bullet.

The Coroner also said that he had
found an empty shell in the charred
wreckage of timber and furmture that
15 all that 1~ Jeft of the \Wharton home,
which corresponded to that discovered by
him yesterday in the shotgun. He sawd
he was of the opinion that Wharton had
not only used the revolver, but. after
shocting down his wife and Hemplull
with the shotgun, had reloaded the lat
ter and blown his head off with it, after
setting fire to the house.

No Bullets in Wharton

No bullets or shot were revealed by
autops{ in the charred trunk of Whar-
ton’s body, but what remained of his
head 1ndicated that he had dupcted
towards 1t the barrels of the weapon
with which he had just shot his wife
and the man of whom he had suddenly
become insanely jealous.

Pieaing together the result of the au-
topsy performed upon the four bodies
and the discoveries he made at the ruins
of the Wharton home, with the invest:-
pation he conducted of recent incidents

.in the hves of Wharton and lis wife and

Hemphill, the Coroner was able to form
what he declared was, m his opimon,
a graplie picture of what occurred m
the Wharton homestead before 1t was
razed by fire.

»o certam 15 he of what oceurred in
the nttle twostory frame house be-
fore the flames blotted out the horrible
tragedv enacted there that he intimated
last might that it would probably not
be necessary to hold an inquest. He
will confer tomorrow with Prosecutor
Jo<eph J. Summenril], of Gloucester coun
ty, as to whether an inquest shall be
held or not.

Wharton was the youngest of the five
sons of Oliver Wharton, of Yardley, Pa

AMarried Eleven Years

Ieo VWharton and his wife were mar-
ried at Yardley eleven years ago. U
G. Wharton said today that they were a
loving couple before and after they were
married, and the result of the autopsy
fell upon hin hke a heavy blow, as 1t
did upon the other members of the
famly.

About four years ago Ieo Wharton,
tiring of pursuing s vocation of a car-
penter at Yardley, where he was often
out of work and dependent upon Ius
brothers, decided to take up farming.
From Hemphill he purchased the acres
on the New Brooklyn road which formed
the theatre for the tragedy early jyes-
terday morning.

He did not till the soil, however, but
sought work at Willlamstown and else-
where 1 that section of Gloucester
county as a carpenter. Hemphill, after
disposing of the farm, went to hve with
Aiss Isabel A. Stanger, a former school
teacher of New Brooklyn, half a mile
away. So friendly was he with Whar-
ton at the time of the sale that when
the Whartons first moved from Yardiey
into the section they stased for several
weehs at the Stanger farm.

Wharton often found himself without
wotk. Only recently he had worked for
Vernon Champion a contractor, but odd
jobs were lis specialty and he seemed
to be brooding over some secret trouble,
even while he was plying his hammer
and nails

Complains of Home

“Things are gomg wrong at home,”
he 1s said to have remarked to a fel-
Jow worhman. On another occasion he
said to E. S. Champion, the father of
Vernon Champion: “I 'have plentv of
trouble; T guess I'll go to New York
and leave 1t all behing.”

Only a week or two ago he found him-
ee'f out of employment again. His wife

reproached him for his idleness 1 thef:

presence of several persons, remarking-

‘God gave you a bramn; why don’t you
develop 1t?

Soon afterwards Hemplnll gave him
gome carpenter work to do about the
Stanger farm, and 1t was still uncom-
pleted when he left there at 6 o’clock
on Saturday night. As he walked up
the road leading to lis home his hitle
1], Iallian, ran to meet him. Miss
tanger said today that she watched
father and daughter disappear in the
gloaming and thought what a happy
couple they seemed.

It was an hour later that Hemphil
told Miss Stanger that he was going
to Wilhamstown, Although there were
Elenty of conveyances available on the
Stanger farm, Hemphill started away on
foot at about the time Mrs. Wharton
left home with a horse and buggy.
Later he and Mrs, Wharton were seen

b

togetber at the moving picture estab-
lishment of John R. Myers. The latter
said today that he had not seen them,
although he believed they had been
there together upon another occasion four
weehs ago,

After mvesting in ‘a dozen bottles of
beer, Hemphll drove away with Mrs.
Wharton to the latter’s home, Wheth-
er Wharton awaited therr coming with,
shotgun and revolver, or whether, re-|
tarning home late himself, he found them
together and shot them down, 1s some-
thing the fire blotted out.

The \Whartons, father, mother and
child, will be buried side by side at
Newtown, Pa., on Wednesday. Hemp-
il will be laid to rest with other de-
ceased members of his family in a ceme-
tery near Willhamstown
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