
TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MAKEFIELD 
DISABLED PERSONS ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2008 
 

A meeting of the Disabled Persons Advisory Board of the Township of Lower Makefield was held 
in the Municipal Building on Tuesday, October 28, 2008.  Chairman Huchler-Smith opened the 
meeting at 7:35 p.m. 
 
Those present: 
  
BOARD MEMBERS:   Lisa Huchler-Smith, Chairman  

David Rogers, Vice-Chairman  
Megan Dorko, Secretary  
Ann Piccinotti, member  
George Crawford, member  
Dennis “Digger” O’Brien, member  
 

OTHERS:     Pete Stainthorpe, Supervisor Liaison   
      Charm Crawford 
      Martin Barker, resident 
           
APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 2008 MINUTES 
 
Ms. Dorko moved, Mr. Rogers seconded and the September 2008 meeting minutes were 
unanimously approved with changes. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
 
Mrs. Huchler-Smith stated she looked for information on the announced SEPTA enhancements and 
noted that public meetings will be coming up as part of the development process.  She stated that 
SEPTA is looking for comments from the public about service to be considered at the meetings to 
be submitted by regular mail or email November 21, 2008.  Mrs. Huchler-Smith asked if the Board 
should collectively send a letter voicing their concerns.  Ms. Dorko agreed the Board should send a 
letter and noted her complaint is  that service in Bucks County has decreased especially for disabled 
people and SEPTA is making it harder to get service. She said there is no bus stop in Lower 
Makefield and the closest stop would require her to travel in her wheelchair on the road because 
there is no continuous sidewalk directly to the bus stop.  SEPTA is making it harder for disabled 
people to get service in Bucks County noting the process to become eligible to use the service as a 
disabled person is very difficult. 
 
Mrs. Huchler-Smith suggested that since ADA changes are being made to the Trevose train station 
this Board should request modifications to the Yardley station.  Mr. Rogers noted changes have 
been made to the Woodbourne station allowing special loading and unloading.  The special request 
will be honored if the person tells the conductor they need unloading or loading at Woodbourne 
which was not possible in the past.  Mr. Barker stated that he did not know that about the 
Woodbourne station and that information should be publicized.  Mrs. Huchler-Smith suggested 
signs be posted at the Woodbourne station that departure can be accommodated by wheelchair 
users. 
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Ms. Dorko stated the ideal situation with SEPTA would be door-to-door service to get people where 
they need to go.  Mrs. Piccinotti noted she could walk if she had to but Lower Makefield Township 
does not have sidewalks in most areas to access the bus stops. 
 
Mr. Stainthorpe suggested the Board submit a response to SEPTA as well as send individual letters 
and someone should attend the public meeting to make a plea to SEPTA. 
 
HANDICAP DOORS 
 
Mrs. Huchler-Smith stated she is waiting for Mr. Fedorchak to get back to her.  She would like to 
discuss moving the button for the front door for better visibility and access.  Mrs. Crawford stated if 
moving the button is not an option than a sign could be posted with the location of the button. 
 
BICYCLE AND WALKING PATHS 
 
 Mrs. Huchler-Smith stated she is waiting for an update from Ms. Linney. 
 
QUESTIONNAIRE 
 
Mrs. Huchler-Smith stated that 50% of the questionnaires were completed and received back.  She 
stated she is still receiving more questionnaires and they are more detailed. 
 
Mr. Barker asked if there are wheelchair accessible areas on the canal path.  Mrs. Huchler-Smith 
suggested the area off of Black Rock Road should be wheelchair accessible but noted the path is 
crushed pebbles.  Mr. Barker stated that he found out that 5-Mile Woods has a special chair to 
access 5-Mile Woods by wheelchair users and that should be publicized. 
 
Mrs. Crawford asked Ms. Dorko why she would choose SEPTA over BCCT.  Ms. Dorko said she 
heard that if you are signed up with SEPTA you cannot use BCCT and vice versa.  Mr. Rogers 
suggested Ms. Dorko call the Bucks County CIL for information regarding that. 
 
The Board talked about making a presentation to the Board of Supervisors about the results of the 
questionnaire in January. 
 
Mrs. Huchler-Smith asked Mr. Barker if he filled out the questionnaire they have been talking about 
and he replied no.  Mrs. Huchler-Smith stated the Board used the list form the EMT Emergency 
forms to send out the questionnaires. 
 
HOMEBOUND BOK DELIVERY 
 
Mrs. Huchler-Smith stated she found out the library offers a service to homebound people and the 
service provides pickup and delivery of library books to people. 
 
 
 



Disabled Persons Advisory Board – October 28, 2008 
Page 3 of 3 

 
REVIEW OF 2008 GOALS 
 
Mrs. Huchler-Smith noted that Community Day was a great success for the Board and she looks 
forward to adding a more active role to Community Day next year.  She stated the handicap doors 
and questionnaire were completed.  The Board is still working on handicap parking and 
transportation and the Board did not receive any interest from other Townships to form their own 
Boards. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Mrs. Crawford state at the last meeting she stated that the Morrisville Ambulance was free and said 
she gave incorrect information.  She stated the Morrisville Ambulance Squad charges the insurance 
companies for the service and any balance they will work out with the residents. 
 
Mr. Barker asked about the inaccessible parking for the Yardley Post Office.  Mrs. Huchler-Smith 
stated this Board only covers matters in Lower Makefield Township and the Board approached 
Yardley Borough about creating a Disabled Board for these issues and they were not interested.  
She suggested he should address this issue with Yardley Borough.  The Board talked about how the 
Post Office and Borough Building in Yardley are not easily accessible. 
 
The Board also talked about the inaccessibility of the New Continental Tavern in Yardley but 
accessibility is planned with a new wraparound porch. Mr. Roger noted that permits for the porch 
have not been approved yet. 
 
Mr. Barker suggested that handicap accessible port-o-pottys be included with the existing port-a-
pottys at Township parks.  Mrs. Huchler-Smith stated that is a great idea and there should be a 
policy if there are handicap parking spots at any Township property there should be at least one 
accessible port-a-potty. 
 
The Board unanimously approved to cancel the December meeting.   The next scheduled meeting is 
Tuesday, November 25th at 7:30 p.m. in the Township Building. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
  
      Megan Dorko, Secretary 


