Lower Makefield Township
Economic Development Commission
November 26, 2013
Meeting Minutes

Present:

Jesse Levy, Chairman
Margaret Fine Levy

Robert Smith
Pete Stainthorpe, BOS Liaison

Also Present: Mark Goodman, LMT Resident
Mr. Levy called the November 26, 2013 meeting of the Economic Development Commission to order at
7:30PM.
Mr. Goodman expressed interest in joining the EDC. He discussed his resume, which he has already
provided to Mr. Fedorchak.
It was suggested, because of low attendance at recent EDC meetings, that Mr. Levy talk to the
Commission members to determine if Tuesday is still the best night to meet. Mr. Levy suggested that
we need to do more to raise awareness about the vacancies on the Commission. Mr. Goodman
explained that he had called the Township saying he wanted to get involved and they referred him to
the information on the website about which committees are looking for new members. Mr. Stainthorpe
suggested that the members try to recruit new members from among their families and friends. Mr.
Smith thinks we should try to get a realtor as well as someone with a retail base, to provide different
perspectives. Ms. Fine‐Levy offered to try to recruit a realtor.
Business Survey – Mr. Levy will send the survey questions out to the EDC for one more review. The
timing of the mailing will be determined by Lynn Bush. Mr. Levy will get the most recent fire permit list.
It was suggested that after the survey is completed, we should bring in business owners and discuss the
results, maybe even make it a party. Mr. Levy thinks we should consider reaching outside of the area to
talk to real estate agents and site selectors.
Between the last meeting and this one, Mr. Levy introduced himself to other committees. One idea he
heard was that the EDC should meet with real estate agents and landlords, find out what their strategies
are for getting tenants, and see if the EDC can help them. Mr. Stainthorpe suggested that they should
be invited to an EDC meeting. Mr. Levy agreed and said that he had met with the man responsible for
Oxford Oaks and that he might be a good person to meet with. Ms. Fine‐Levy suggested that the EDC
should also ask him to review the business survey before it goes out.
Mr. Levy talked about Tiger Labs in Princeton. The model for Tiger Labs is one in which a wealthy person
rents or purchases space and allows start‐up companies to use the space at a small cost. Mr. Levy
thought this might be something to think about for the vacant space in LMT.

Twitter – Mr. Levy reported that he now has 13 or 14 followers on Twitter. Mr. Smith suggested that he
use hash tags and find common tweeters, follow them and get them to follow him.
Supervisors’ Report – There was discussion of Lockheed‐Martin closing in 12‐18 months in Newtown. It
is agreed this could be devastating for Newtown, and could impact LMT as well, since we have a lot of
Lockheed employees living in Lower Makefield Township and there are Lockheed‐Martin employees in
Lower Makefield offices. Mr. Smith thinks there should be a meeting with Newtown Township and
Borough, Upper Makefield, Yardley, and Lower Makefield. Mr. Stainthorpe will talk to Mike Gallagher of
Newtown Township.
A BPG consultant came to an EDC meeting a few months ago and was talking about putting high density
housing across from Shady Brook. Mr. Smith thinks they will have to come back to ask for relief.
Supervisors passed the budget in October. This was the sixth year in a row without a tax increase.
However, he believes there may be a tax increase next year. He said the Town has a AA1 rating, and is
doing great financially.
There are two controversial issues that have come up at BOS meetings. One is the Septa and CSX
request to put in a third rail between Yardley and Woodbourne Stations. It would relieve a lot of
congestion. Due to the potential increase in the noise, LMT will try to either get CSX to pay for a quiet
zone or to get a federal grant. A representative from CSX is attending the first BOS meeting in
December.
The other issue that has been brought before the Board is the expansion of the Trenton Airport. BRAM
has concerns and wants an environmental impact study to be done. Representatives from the Airport
will be attending a BOS meeting after the first of the year.
With no further business to discuss, the November 26, 2013 meeting of the Economic Development
Commission was adjourned at 8:30PM. The next meeting of the EDC will be held on December 17, 2013,
at 7:30PM in the LMT municipal building.
Respectfully Submitted,

Jesse Levy, Chairman

