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From the Chairman
To say that 2016 has been an
eventful year would be a vast
understatement. The political
and social upheaval from
one of the most contentious
Presidential elections ever captured
the nation’s attention. But in LMT, a
new Board that welcomed three new
Supervisors, Vice Chairman John Lewis,
Treasurer Judi Reiss and 22-year veteran
of the Park & Recreation Committee,
David Fritchey, quietly went to work.
This newsletter details many of our
accomplishments for 2016. A partial
list includes: a Community Center,
plans for a Dog Park, an arboretum
and walking path at Memorial Park,
new tennis courts on Revere Road,
initial plans for a sports complex at
Snipes Tract, adoption of a township-wide Tree Replacement Master
Plan, open space purchase of Jennings
Tract, and installation of Quiet Zones
at railroad crossings. We also negotiated long-term lease agreements with
the Artists of Yardley and local farmer,
Sam Stewart, for Patterson Farm, and
welcomed the return and expansion of
Community Pride Day.
Simply put, this is a testament to
the current Board that is willing to
work across the aisle to accomplish a
common goal in the best interests of
all township residents. I am proud of
what we’ve been able to accomplish in
a year’s time and look forward to 2017
with great anticipation.

Community Center:
Plans for Long Awaited Project Approved
After nearly two decades of debate. the
LMT Com mu nit y
Center is now a “go”.
At its August 17, 2016
meeting, the Board
of Supervisors voted
unanimously to build
the Center, awarding
$2.84 million in contracts. The 7,900 square
foot facility will be located on Oxford Valley Road, close to the
intersection of Edge- from left to right: Supervisors Judi Reiss, John Lewis, Dave Fritchey,
Chairman, Jeff Benedetto and Kristin Tyler
wood Road, near the
new baseball fields.
The well-appointed Center will feature a large multipurpose room, millwork
and sinks in every classroom, a sizeable kitchen with appliances, a patio, landscaping, and other amenities.
Funding for the building will come from a $1 million grant obtained by State
Representative Steve Santarsiero and $1 million from the $15 million bond sale
approved July, 2016.
Currently, the seniors use the Township building for activities five days a week.
The new Center will provide much needed additional space, particularly for the
seniors during the day as well as community groups such as PAA and YMS in the
evening.
Former Township Supervisor,
Frank Fazzalore, (a WWII Vet) said to
the Supervisors at the August meeting,
 $15 Million To Fund New Projects [p. 2]
“Thank you for being a group that has
 Community Pride Day [pp. 4-5]
looked at a problem and solved it. Just
 FEMA Update [p. 6]
build it quickly!”
Construction is expected to be
 New Open-Space Acquisitions [p. 7]
completed by the end of 2017. ■
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$15 Million Loan to Fund
Key Township Projects
Lower Makefield Township is borrowing
$15 million to support the completion of several capital improvements.
These include necessary sewer system
improvements, as well as other capital
projects, such as the eagerly-anticipated
Community Center and a new sports
facility at the Snipes Tract. Both of these
projects, which have been long-delayed,
can now move forward thanks to the
proceeds from the bond issue.
Financial Advisor Gordon Walker, appointed by LMT to manage
the bond issue, estimates the annual
interest rate will be approximately
2.4 percent. The lower rate saves the
Township approximately $475,000 on
the refinanced portion of the loan. All
monies must be allocated within three
years; the Board of Supervisors expect
virtually all of it will be spent within
the first year of procurement.
Projects earmarked for funding are:
• Sewer system improvements: $7.5
million
• Open space acquisition: $4 million
• Creation of a sports/recreation
complex: $2.0 million
• Community Center: $1.0 million
• Public Works Department equipment purchases: $500,000 ■

Welcome Public Works Director,
Ralph Carp
Ralph Carp comes to LMT with decades
of experience in Facilities and Public
Works Management. Prior to this position, he served as Director of Parks
and Public Property for Bethlehem,
PA, where he was responsible for the
operation and care of 40 municipal
parks, 38 buildings, and a full time staff
of 56. Ralph is excited about his new
position and the Township values the
experience he brings. ■
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LMT Purchases Jennings Tract with Footpath
to Delaware Canal

If you love visiting the Delaware Canal,
there is now an LMT-owned nature
trail which leads directly to the tow
path. The previous owner of the trail
restricted access to residents, which
prompted its purchase by the Township. You will now be able to enjoy the
beautiful woodland trek across the red
bridge to the tow path.
For decades, Township residents
had used this privately-owned makeshift trail, located less than a hundred
paces from Taylorsville Road. To be
more precise, the trail is located in the
Maplevale Drive neighborhood, just to
the left of a fenced-in LMT pumping
station.
“Across 60 years,” noted resident
Guy Stepnoski, “people wore a footpath from this spot down to a wooden
bridge over the canal. During fishing
season, visitors from all over used the
trail.”
The property owners of some six
decades ago didn’t mind the foot traffic in their wooded area. Nor did the
current owner, Joseph Jennings, until
he became concerned about liability
for any personal injuries sustained on
his property. As a result, in 2015 he
decided to limit trail access by posting
“No Trespassing” signs. Few formalized
trails in LMT lead to the Delaware Ca-

nal and tow path. Residents must leave
their cars at the Park ‘n Ride lot at the
Taylorsville exit off I-95, and either
walk or bike along Woodside Road
and its hazardous traffic in order to
travel to the canal path. They also have
the option to walk or bike down Taylorsville Road into Yardley Borough
to a bridge or trail, which many also
consider unsafe.
In response to residents’ concerns,
the Township negotiated with Mr. Jennings to purchase a three-acre parcel
of his property, which includes the
trail. This allows the Township to open
the footpath to the bridge, and turn
the balance of the land into preserved
open space. The tract was recently
opened to the public after the Township’s application to the Bucks County
Municipal Open Space Program was
approved and the land purchase was
finalized.
The Township negotiated to pay
the appraised value of $225,000 for the
three acres, of which $168,750 came
from the township’s allotment of the
county municipal open space funds.
LMT contributed the required match
of 25 percent or $56,250. In addition,
parking spaces in that area may be
considered at a future date in consultation with area residents. ■

New LMT Sports Complex Coming to Snipes Tract
Residents of Lower Makefield can look forward to the
construction of a multi-purpose sports and recreation
park located near the intersection of Dolington
and Quarry Roads across
from Quarry Hill and Afton
elementary schools. Four
playing fields will be built
to accommodate football,
lacrosse and field hockey,
as well as Ultimate Frisbee.
The sports complex
will be built on the Snipes
tract, a 36.2-acre parcel of
land purchased from the
Snipes Family in 1999. The plans to
convert the tract to a recreation complex have been on hold for the past
decade and a half. But the Board unanimously committed partial funding
of the project through a $15 million
bond issue for various capital projects.
Engineering company Boucher
& James has drafted plans for three

Snipes Farm proposed layout

grass fields, each measuring 120 by
70 yards (large enough for lacrosse
and football), and a fourth mid-size
field 80 by 50 yards. The smaller field
would allow flexibility for use by
younger age groups and games such
as flag football. Amenities will include a 1,925 square-foot concession
stand, a 1,320 square-foot pavilion,

restrooms, and 160 parking spaces around the
perimeter of the fields.
A tree line buffer, created in part from native
trees moved from within the park itself, will
surround the complex.
Development of a skate
park and walking trails
are also possibilities under discussion.
Macclesfield Park,
which currently serves
Tow n s h i p f o o t b a l l ,
soccer, and baseball
leagues, is at capacity,
chiefly because Yardley Makefield
Soccer (YMS) is the largest soccer
organization in the state, hosting practices, games and major tournaments
throughout the year. Consequently, the new Snipes fields will be used
primarily for expanding sports in the
Township such as football, lacrosse
and field hockey. ■

LMT Sells Park and Ride to Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission for $1,050,000
Lower Makefield Township has agreed
to sell 10.2 acres of land beside the
Scudder Falls Bridge to the Delaware
River Joint Toll Bridge Commission
(DRJTBC). The lot runs from the Delaware Canal and Taylorsville Road
on its northern border, to Woodside
Road and I-95 on the south. While
two-thirds of the parcel is woodland,
the remainder contains the Park and
Ride lot, where local commuters meet
to car pool to work at sites along the
Philadelphia/NJ/NYC corridor. The
DRJTBC will re-establish headquarters
on the new land parcel, relocating from
the Route 1 bridge adjoining Morrisville
and Trenton.

Based on negotiations with the
LMT Board, the DRJTBC raised
its bid for the Park and Ride from
$500,000 to $1,050,000. $250,000 of
that was placed in the newly created
Tree Bank Fund, dedicated to funding our Township-wide tree planting
program. The purchase includes additional land for DRJTBC, and benefits
to the Township. The DRJTBC will
build a new bike path running from
the carpool lot to the Delaware Canal,
allowing people to park in the lot and
then cycle or walk safely to the Canal.
Additionally, LMT will use $300,000
to construct a bike path running from
Woodside Road to Clearview Estates

(from Taylorsville to Merrick Road.)
In this win-win transaction, the
Township increases its number of bike
paths, passes on the maintenance of
the Park-and-Ride to the Commission, and preserves its woodland. The
new DRJTBC headquarters will be
stationed close to the Scudders Fall
Bridge, so the Commission will thus
be able to closely monitor the progress
of the $340 million project which is
scheduled to begin in 2017. The threeto-four-year undertaking will result
in a new bridge with five northbound
lanes, four southbound, and bike
paths on either side – all of which will
replace the current two-lane bridge. ■
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Community Pride Day a Huge Success
Community Pride Day September 4, 2016

Lower Makefield Struts Its Stuff!

photo by jeff goldberg

We couldn’t have asked for a better day.
Not just because of the clear skies and
sun, but because everyone who participated, from fundraising committees, to
organizations, to visitors from all over
Bucks County, lost themselves in the
pure enjoyment of festivities, fun and
culinary fare.
LMT Community Pride Day was a
success – a huge one.
Held at the Township Park next
to The Pool on Edgewood Road, the
event started promptly at noon with
the glitz and glory of our Uptown
String Band Mummer’s Parade, which
led the action from Edgewood Road
into the park grounds, crowded with
booths, rides and other attractions
such as ongoing sports activities.
Let’s start with pure fun for kids
from three to 103 years old. The
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choices were many: Arcade games,
a gyroscope, multiple inflatable attractions from a bouncing house and
a perpetual mister to run through
for a quick cool-down, to the “Kingo’-the-Hill” ring. Little ones enjoyed
the pony and kiddie rides, and a full
program including music with Miss
Marilyn. Scheduled events included
the “Mutt Strut” Dog Parade, an antique car show, Magic & More, and
Puppets Pizzazz. Then when hunger
hit, all could head for their choice of
food trucks and stands galore. And
queues were long for the free cotton
candy and water at the Bible Fellowship booth.
Big-hearted fundraisers included:
• The Pennsbury Athletic Association hosted a Homers for Heroes
event, and a dunking booth where

photo by jeff goldberg

Pennsbury School Principals,
Township Supervisors John Lewis,
Judi Reiss, Kristin Tyler, and Solicitor Dave Truelove offered themselves up for a good wet plunk in a
tank – both to benefit the Garden
of Reflection, our state’s official
memorial to 9/11.
• Yardley Makefield Soccer (YMS),

the Lower Makefield Football Association and PRBL basketball
leagues all sponsored skill contests.
• The Veterans Memorial Foundation Concert, Yardley Makefield
Lions Club, LMT Seniors, Res Q
Pets, LMT Dog Park Fundraising
committee, all donating time and
talent to raise money and promote
their causes.
And on hand to meet and educate
folks about what they contribute to the
township were the Yardley Makefield
Fire Company, our EMS, Boy Scouts
of America and Makefield Highlands
Golf.
Roaming the grounds were the
Trenton Circus Squad’s jugglers,
unicyclists, flamethrowers and stilt
walkers, wowing crowds with their
daredevil antics. Imagine one juggler
straddling another’s shoulders, both
tossing fiery clubs into the air.
Even The Pool opened its gates to
non-members, just to let them experience the pleasures of its diving boards,
slides, and multiple swimming pools.
The festivities closed with the 8:15
pm evening finale: Fireworks by the
renowned Zambelli Brothers.
Donna Liney, the main organizer of the event, combed the grounds
all day, just to ensure things went
smoothly, and enjoy the large crowds
that attended the festivities. To experience and remember the day, catch the
LMT-sponsored “Community Clips”
video on community channels, Comcast 22 and Verizon Fios 20, or on our
YouTube Channel, “LMT Community
Clips.”

photo by jeff goldberg

And if you have an idea,
a booth, or an event you’d
like to propose for next
year’s Community Pride
Day, contact Donna Liney
at: donnal@lmt.org. ■

Greg Papazian,President of the
LMT Dog Park Fundraising
Committee, and Hank.
Find out how you can help LMT
build its new dog park at:
lmtdogpark.com.
Volunteers are welcome!
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FEMA Acknowledges
LMT for Achieving
Community Rating
System Membership
On May 1, 2016, Lower Makefield Township was accepted into the national Community Rating System (CRS) Program
which will provide the opportunity for
discounted flood insurance premiums
to at-risk property owners.
Across the country, more than
20,000 communities participate in
the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). To join and remain in
the NFIP, each community must meet
certain minimum criteria to protect
buildings and land in special flood
hazard areas. CRS membership represents status in a group of only 5% of
NFIP communities that go above and
beyond the minimum criteria for good
flood plain management, employing
additional measures to better prepare
its community for future flooding
events in special flood hazard areas.
Upon application review, FEMA
granted LMT a CRS class rating of 7
on a 10-point scale, the second-highest class rating earned among the elite
group of PA municipalities that have
achieved CRS membership at this
writing. The CRS rating of 7 qualifies
LMT owners of homes and businesses
mapped within the A and AE Flood
Zone for a 15% discount on their flood
insurance policy premium upon policy
initiation or renewal. This represents
an average savings of $340 for each
qualifying annual policy premium
moving forward.
The Board of Supervisors would
like to acknowledge Maryellen Saylor
of the engineering firm Boucher and
James, Inc. for her tireless efforts in
working with FEMA and the Township
to help secure our CRS membership
and excellent rating. ■
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Graduation Day for Lower Makefield’s Finest

Guardians Of The Night
Voice Of Our Canine Defenders
Trust in me my friend.
I will protect you with my last breath.
Together we will conquer all obstacles and search
out those who might harm others.
It is for you that I will unselfishly give my life.
I know that each day at your side is my reward.
My days are measured by your footsteps.
You are the voice of caring
when I am ill.
The voice of authority when I am wrong.
Remember me with kindness and that nothing
passed among us undetected.

from left to right: Titan, Officer Landis, Chief Coluzzi, Officer Scherf, and Recon

Officer Gerard Scherf and his canine
partner Recon have graduated from
an intensive thirteen week course at
the New Jersey State Police Canine
Training Academy. Recon, a Belgian
Malinois, is now proficient in detecting
narcotics and will work with Officer
Scherf to identify and remove dangerous narcotics from the streets of our
town. Recon, also trained in tracking, is
already credited with locating a young
female resident who was missing from
her home. Recon’s training also covered
tracking of suspects, building and field
searches, article searches, and criminal
apprehension.
Officer Jason Landis and his canine partner Titan completed the
scent training course at the NJSP
Academy. Titan, a German Shepherd,
can now detect all types of explosives.
His bomb detection skills are vital in
keeping our residents, vulnerable facilities and institutions in our town
safe. Officer Landis and Titan are
expected to complete the patrol and

tracking phase of training by February 2017.
Our Canine Unit, initiated in 2006,
is an invaluable team of Police service dogs. They have, in their history
with the Township, found missing
residents, those eluding capture, and
have assisted with bomb and narcotics detection. They work as tight-knit
partners with their handlers in protecting our Township. Assimilated
into every aspect of their Police officer’s professional and personal life,
each dog lives with and becomes part
of the officer’s family, developing an
intensely faithful and protective relationship with his handler. As reflected
in the excerpt of this poem “guardians of the night” (next page), the
bond that is formed between canine
and handler is unbreakable.
We would like to thank all the officers of Lower Makefield for their
service.
Stay Safe!
Police Chief Ken Coluzzi ■

I am a Police Working Dog, and together,
We are guardians of the night.
~ Anonymous

Breaking News:
Township Supervisors Vote to Preserve Open Space
At the December 7 Board of Supervisors meeting it was decided that the
Township will acquire two parcels of
land under its open-space initiative.
Most of the money to buy the two
tracts will come from this year’s
$15,000,000 bond issue, of which
$4 million was allocated for openspace acquisitions. This is the final
year
that Bucks County is accepting
Hildebrand property
applications for open-space funding,
so timing of the Township’s action to approve this purchase was crucial in order
to preserve these properties in perpetuity. Chairman Jeff Benedetto commented,
“The preservation of open-space, in particular the Guzikowski Farm, has been a
top priority of this Board and we are extremely happy to be able to protect this
significant piece of farmland from future development.”
The Supervisors unanimously agreed to spend $3,755,500 from the Township’s open-space fund to purchase an agricultural conservation easement on
44.6 acres of land owned by Sandra Guzikowski. In addition, the Board approved
the outright purchase of 9.5 acres of the Hildebrand family’s 11 acre property for
$460,000. The heavily wooded Hildebrand property is located directly across from
the farm, on Big Oak Road, near Stony Hill Road. To help pay for the Hildebrand
purchase, the Township will secure an open-space grant from the County for
$269,605, with the balance to be paid from our $15,000,000 bond issue. ■

Lower Makefield Township Ranks Among Top Safest Places to Live in PA
In a 2016 study measuring crime levels
across hundreds of towns and cities
throughout Pennsylvania, LMT ranked
as the fourth safest among large cities/
towns (pop 30,000+). Compare this to
rankings of other similarly-sized towns
such as Radnor Township (#8) and
Haverford Township (#10). This finding
should make our law-abiding residents
feel safer about living here, and stand as
testimony to the strength of our police
department and our neighborhood
watch teams. It should also serve as a
selling point for potential home buyers.
The study, “2016 Safest Places in
Pennsylvania” was published by ValuePenguin.com, an organization that
conducts research and analyses that

help people make financial decisions.
Results of this safety study are based
on 2014 FBI crime statistics gathered
from 964 towns and cities participating in the FBI Uniform Crime
Reporting Program. Of these, towns
with populations less than 10,000
(764) were excluded, leaving 227 communities to assess. Violations were
divided into property crimes (e.g.,
burglary, motor vehicle theft, arson)
and violent crimes (e.g., murder, manslaughter, forcible rape, aggravated
assault). Data were standardized as
property crimes/100,000 residents,
then aggregated into a crime index or
score, with violent crimes weighted at
80%, and property crimes weighted

at 20%. Aside from ranking the communities as a whole, the study also
segmented the top safest places to
live by population so as to compare
“apples to apples”: Small cities (10,000
to 20,000), Mid-size cities (20,000 to
30,000) and larger cities (30,000+).
Across 227 cities included in the
broader rankings, the overall safest
town was Upper Providence Township, Delaware County, with a crime
score of 132, and the least safe town
(#227) was Chester, with a crime score
of 7932, just after Philadelphia, whose
crime score was 4628.
The study is available online
at www.valuepenguin.com/2016/
safest-places-pennsylvania. ■
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WARMER WEATHER AHEAD!
The pool opens Saturday, May 27, 2017
Online registration begins January 23rd
Resident discount period ends Friday, March 3rd
Visit www.lmt.org/departments/community-pool
for information
Important Administrative Phone Numbers

A complete listing of Township Departments can be found on www.lmt.org

Administration

Township Manager

Police and Fire Emergency

267-274-1120 or stevew@lmt.org

Police Non-Emergency

267-274-1130

Police Records/Administration

215-493-2332 lmttax@lmt.org

Park and Recreation

267-274-1105 or communitypool@lmt.org

Terry Fedorchak, 267-274-1100, tfedor@lmt.org
911

215-493-4011
215-493-4055
267-274-1110
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Animal Control

ACO@lmt.org or call Police Headquarters
at 215-493-4055

267-274-1100, admin@lmt.org

Planning Zoning and Inspections
Public Works
Tax Office

LMT Community Pool

