
  TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MAKEFIELD 
DISABLED PERSONS ADVISORY BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1, 2017 
 

A meeting of the Disabled Persons Advisory Board of the Township of Lower Makefield was held 
in the Municipal Building on March 1, 2017. Chairperson Huchler-Smith opened the meeting at 
7:30 p.m. 
 
Those present:  
 
BOARD MEMBERS:   Lisa Huchler-Smith, Chairperson  

David Rogers, Vice-Chairperson  
Megan Dorko, Secretary (absent) 
Trish O’Donnell, member    

 Barbara Williams, member  
David Mann, alternate 
Justin Van Dyke, alternate (absent) 

      Kristin Tyler, Supervisor Liaison  
      (attending Supervisor’s meeting) 
       
 
APPROVAL OF THE FEBRUARY 2017 MINUTES 

Ms. Williams moved, Mr. Mann seconded, and the February 2017 minutes were unanimously 
approved.  

BROCHURE 

Need to replenish the township lobby with brochures. Ms. Dorko will update with new member 
information and new liaison information and Ms. Huchler-Smith will copy. When information 
becomes available concerning the Roll and Stroll event the brochures will updated again. 
 
TOWNSHIP ACCESSIBILITY 
 
The Board discussed the letter to be sent to Terry Fedorchak concerning the inability of some of our 
members to be independent or access areas in the building comfortably. We are requesting that we 
should upgrade the existing township building with accessible hardware to benefit not only our 
board members, but all residents, employees, and visitors using the building that may have any 
physical limitations. Changes will be made to letter as discussed and forwarded to Township 
Manager and Supervisor Liaison. 
 
HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE HOUSING IN THE AREA 
 
The Board decided that we would maintain a list of accessible rental properties in the area as we 
become aware of them. If and when we receive an inquiry we can email this list to potential renters. 
No need to update our website. Many online websites have the ability to search based on 
accessibility. 
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GOLF COURSE HANDICAPPED SIGNS  

Reviewed the handicapped signs at the Makefield Highland Golf Course and realized that they are 
still not up to Federal or Pennsylvania codes. It appears they do not want to use the standard 
industrial signs and want a better, aesthetically pleasing sign.  Mr. Rogers suggested they do 
something similar to what the 777 Township Building did with their handicapped parking signs. 
Ms. Huchler-Smith will take a picture of those signs and forward to the Golf Course personnel for 
their consideration. 

ACCESSIBILITY SURVEY 

Ms. O’Donnell has suggested we make the surveys available at the Senior meetings. Ms. Huchler-
Smith will make copies and Trish O’Donnell will bring the surveys to their next meeting. 

ROLL AND STROLL EVENT AT MEMORIAL PARK 

October 14, 2017 from 9:30 am-12:00 pm has been reserved for this event. Ms. O’Donnell and Ms. 
Huchler-Smith attended the Special Events Committee meeting on Monday February 27, 2017. The 
Special Events committee was helpful in answering many questions and stated they will assist the 
day of event. We will keep them up to date once we have more details. They suggested we have 
some kind of registration even though it is a free event so we can estimate the number of people 
attending. The Township will supply light refreshments and T-shirts. The Board decided to use an 
on-line sign up to register for their free T-shirt in order to get an accurate count. Next meeting we 
will discuss the exact group we will reach out to for participation in the walk, and then we can reach 
out to potential vendors. 

POTENTIAL NEW BOARD NAME 

The Board will discuss this in more detail at the next meeting. The suggestion was prompted given 
that “persons with disabilities” is generally more inclusive and empowering than simply using the 
phrase “disabled people.” A couple of possibilities were discussed, those in particular being 
“Accessibility and Inclusion Advisory Board” and “Disability Issues Advisory Board.” 

BLUSH SALON 

Ms. Huchler-Smith mentioned at the last meeting the parking lot and curb cut at the Blush salon in 
downtown Yardley are not up to code. Ms. Huchler-Smith noted since the last meeting they had 
properly graded the curb cut access route. Even though the striped area does not meet the van 
accessible width of 8 feet the parking lot is not even large enough for a van to navigate. Since it 
does meet the 5-foot stripe and a car could navigate the area no further action will be taken.  
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BUILDING PLAN UPDATES 

Dave Rogers stated no new plans to update this month. He noted that the township hired a new in- 
house zoning person that we can work with going forward. We will look for plans for DeLorenzo’s 
Pizza Restaurant and Community Center as they become available. 

NEW BUSINESS 

David Mann asked if there was anything we can do to encourage churches and non-profits to adhere 
to ADA codes. David Rogers noted that they are exempt from many of the rules unless the premises 
is rented to the general public, in which case they are obligated to fulfill all aspects of the ADA 
regulations. 

There are many pamphlets and literature from the ADA website that might be helpful to hand out to 
churches. Even though they do not have to adhere to the law as they make changes or improvements 
to their places of worship they may want to incorporate some of the ADA designs to assist their 
members. We will review some literature and discuss how to get this to places of worship in the 
township. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. The Board will meet again 
on April 5, 2017. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Megan Dorko, Secretary 


