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TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MAKEFIELD 

FARMLAND PRESERVATION, INC. 

FEBRUARY 28, 2017 

 

 

The regular meeting of the Farmland Preservation, Inc. was held on Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

in the Lower Makefield Township Municipal Building.  Mr. Blank called the meeting to order at 

7:30 pm. 

 

Those Present  Farmland Preservation, Inc  Dan Bankoske 

         Doug Riblet 

         Mike Blank 

         Ross Bruch 

 

    Others     Jim Kovalcik - BOWMA 

         Pete Oliveri - BOWMA 

         Jeremy Rowbotham -BOWMA 

         Bob Colavita - Farmer 

         Tom McGowan - Farmer 

*joined in progress       Judi Reiss* - BOS Liaison 

             

    

          

 

MINUTES 

 

Motion made by Mr. Blank to approve minutes of January 24, 2017.  Motioned moved to 

approve by Mr. Riblet, seconded by Mr. Bankoske, and carried. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2 
 

Farmland Preservation, Inc. 

February 28, 2017 

 

BOWMA UPDATE 

 

Mr. Jeremy Rowbotham stated that there have been a few changes within the organization 

starting with their website.  Their website has received a facelift and their email has changed to:  

bowmamanagement@gmail.com.  Dave Kimball resigned as President, Pete Oliveri is now 

President and Jim Kovalcik is Vice President.   

 

Mr. Rowbotham stated that deer have been harvested from Leedom’s property.  It was reported 

to BOWMA that there were hunters, not associated with BOWMA, that were trespassing and 

hunting on this property as well.  BOWMA asked Farmland if they would be interested in 

posting “No Trespassing Signs” on the property to help with this problem.  The board agreed that 

signs could be posted.  BOWMA stated they would be respectful of the homeowners when 

posting the signs.   

 

BOWMA will leave paperwork for Mr. Stewart regarding the parcels he hunts on; Leedom, 

Makefield Brook and Black Farm.  BOWMA would like Mr. Stewart to review and sign the 

paperwork if he agrees for BOWMA to hunt on those properties. 

 

Mr. Riblet asked BOWMA to send an email to Farmland’s Board members referencing this 

information so that they have a record of it.   

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Riblet stated that when both he and Mr. Blank were at William Penn Bank they were asked 

to provide a third signature of a Board member other than themselves for the checking account.  

Mr. Bankoske signed the paperwork, at tonight’s meeting, and returned to Mr. Riblet.  
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Farmland Preservation, Inc. 

February 28, 2017 

 

Mr. Riblet noted that for the year they are up approximately $39,000 which is significantly more 

than the rents received, which does not include Mr. Stewarts but will be followed up on.  Mr. 

Riblet asked if anyone had any suggestions as how to reallocate the accounts.  Mr. Bankoske 

stated he will do an updated asset allocation for the next meeting.   

 

Mr. Blank stated that both Mr. Sam Stewart and Mr. Tim Stewart are going to San Antonio, TX 

for a convention.  Mr. Tim Stewart won a regional contest for soybean productivity and will be 

presenting a speech.  Mr. Blank asked Mrs. Reiss if this could be mentioned at a BOS meeting.  

Mrs. Reiss said yes and asked for a write up that she could present. 

 

BAMBOO UPDATE 

 

Mr. Riblet discussed a letter that he has drafted to the neighbors whose bamboo has encroached 

Farmland’s property.  In the letter, he stated that there is now an ordinance that governs bamboo 

and the neighbors must do something to make sure that the bamboo does not encroach on 

Farmland property.  In the meantime, Farmland, must do what they can to remove their own 

bamboo and make sure there is not a root system that would encroach on any other neighbor’s 

property as well.  Mr. Riblet also said that a suggestion made at the end of the letter states that 

neighbors with bamboo should cooperate with Farmland with the removal of Farmland’s bamboo 

along with the installation of the barriers.    

 

Farmland is hoping that everyone will respond affirmatively so that only one contractor will be 

doing the work and share the costs.  Mr. Riblet stated that Farmlands costs will be higher since 

they will be removing bamboo. 
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Farmland Preservation, Inc. 

February 28, 2017 

 

 

Mr. Bankoske said that the letter is very well written.   Mrs. Reiss stated that since there is now a 

bamboo ordinance the Township can cite.  Mrs. Reiss would like a copy of this letter for the 

BOS.   

 

The letter is being sent to two residents, one off Stackhouse and the other off Makefield Brook.  

Mr. Riblet asked for the names and addresses which Mr. Bankoske stated he has this information 

and will pass it along.  Mr. Riblet will forward this letter to Mrs. Holmes to have printed. Once 

completed, Mr. Blank will sign the letter so it can be mailed. 

 

SOIL CONSERVATION 

 

Letter #2 – Mr. Blank asked about the lease requirement letter pertaining to Mr. Stewart.  Mr. 

Riblet stated that the letter incorporates the directions Farmland received for the site visit from 

Soil Conservation.  The letter incorporates portions of Farmlands minutes from the December 

meeting summarizing what was required/recommended. 

 

Mr. Riblet advised the board to take the letter home to review and get back to him with any 

changes.  Once done a copy of this letter along with a copy of the minutes, will be forwarded to 

Chris to incorporate into Mr. Stewart’s letter. 

 

Mr. McGowan asked if the board would like a copy of the soil test?  Mr. Riblet stated he is not 

sure what the board would do with this report.  Mr. McGowan stated that generally if a report for 

a certain year comes back “good” then sometimes they skip a year as not much changes from 

year to year.  Unless the levels are low you would add the product and go from there.  Soil tests 

are easy to come by.   
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Farmland Preservation, Inc. 

February 28, 2017 

 

 Mr. Riblet stated that the “sense” of the letter, per the lease, is Farmland would like it by April 

1st.    Also, monies are due April 1st.   Mr. Bankoske discussed the discounted amount.  Mr. 

Bankoske stated that if paid by January 15th a 2% discount applies.  Mr. Riblet will look for the 

leases to make sure all information is correct and will make copies for everyone.   

 

Mr. McGowan asked if the work that was recommended by The Department of Agriculture 

inspector needed to be signed off on once completed.  Mr. Riblet felt that the inspector in 

cooperation with the Bucks County Soil Conservation District made their recommendations and 

they are not looking for any further feedback from Farmland.   

 

DRJTBC 

 

Mr. Bankoske stated that Farmland Preservation, Inc. will be receiving a check in the amount of 

$11,344.00 from DRJTBC.  This check is for the piece of property that was condemned on 

Woodside Road, Clearview, also known as the Black Farm.  

 

Mr. Blank related that Mr. Riblet contacted The Heritage Foundation for appraisals.  The 

Heritage Foundation gave Mr. Riblet the appraisals that were done on properties that The 

Heritage Foundation was interested in taking title to as to reserve as open public space.   

 

The appraisal that was closest to Farmlands property of all the appraisals received was The 

Heritage Foundation’s and was the highest.  This is what Farmland used to increase their offer 

for their property on Woodside Road. 

 

Mr. Blank stated that before tonight’s meeting the Board held an executive session to discuss 

Trumbull, the bridge contractor.  Trumbull had first approached the Township about a 
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Farmland Preservation, Inc. 

February 28, 2017 

 

staging/storing area and then approached Farmland Preservation about the same issue.   The 

Board decided to deny Trumbull’s request.   

 

 

PROPOSAL TO BOS FOR SIGN TO HONOR DUANE “BUSTER” DOAN 

 

Mr. Riblet asked the board if they approve of the letter he wrote to Kristin Tyler, Township 

Supervisor, about the sign honoring Mr. Doan.  Mr. Bankoske said yes and Mr. Blank stated that 

perhaps instead of a general letter asking to address the BOS they might include an example of 

what they would like to say about Mr. Doan.  Mr. Riblet stated that his only concern was that 

they never discussed what was to be written.  Mrs. Reiss added that they need to get this letter to 

her so it can be put on the April agenda.   

 

Mr. Riblet asked the question - Do they want a picture of Mr. Doan on the sign and does anyone 

know what the sign would look like?  Mrs. Reiss stated that the Park and Rec department is  

working on signs at the arboretum in Memorial Park and said they are a nice size sign and very 

easy to read.   

 

Mr. Blank stated he was thinking more along the line of the green Farmland Preservation signs 

or the historical marker metal signs.  Mr. Riblet stated his preference would be to create a sign 

that is consistent with Farmland Preservations signs already in existence.   

 

Mr. Blank asked Mrs. Reiss about the possibility of placing the sign at Patterson Farm.  Mrs. 

Reiss felt that would be the right place for the sign since it is Township property.   There was 

also a discussion about the amount of words that would be put on the sign.   Mr. Blank will get in 

touch with Bob Shaw Signs, Doylestown about the amount of verbiage.   
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Farmland Preservation, Inc. 

February 28, 2017 

 

 

Mr. Riblet would like to have everything finalized by the next Farmland meeting in March so 

that it is ready for the April BOS meeting.  

 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

Mr. Bankoske said he received a note from a homeowner on Farmview Drive off Leedom’s who 

spoke with Mr. McGowan about tress that need to be taken care.  Mr. McGowan said that he 

would take care of the trees.   

 

There being no other business the meeting was adjourned. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Michael Blank, President 

 

 

  

 

 


