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TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MAKEFIELD 

FARMLAND PRESERVATION, INC 

MARCH 28, 2017 

 

The regular meeting of Farmland Preservation, Inc. was held on Tuesday, March 28, 2017 in the 

Lower Makefield Township Municipal Building.  Mr. Blank called the meeting to order at 7:30 

pm. 

 

Those Present   Farmland Preservation      Mike Blank  

                     Ross Bruch 

                         Dan Bankoske 

                                    Doug Riblet 

                                                                                                                 

     Others          Bob Colavita 

                          Tom McGowan 

               *Eric Yeager – LMT Resident  

* joined the meeting in progress 

 

MINUTES 

Minutes amended to include the number of deer hunted by BOWMA, i.e.  4 – 6.   

 

Motion made by Mr. Blank to approve minutes of February 28, 2017 as amended.  Motion 

moved and approved by the board and carried.    
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BAMBOO UPDATE 

 

Mr. Bankoske stated Farmland recently sent a letter to both Bruce and Melinda Wright and 

Ahmed and Saliha Soliman, about their bamboo that is currently growing on Farmland-owned 

property. 

 

It was stated that Mr. Riblet received an email from Mr. Soliman, who resides off the Makefield 

Brook parcel, commenting on the 10’ distance being narrower up against the edge of their fence 

line.  Mr. Bankoske stated, bamboo cannot be up against the fence line.  Bamboo must be at least 

10’ back and it must also have a barrier.  

 

Mr. Blank stated the above-mentioned homeowner asked for the name of the contractor 

Farmland uses which is, Rick’s Expert Tree Service.  The homeowner wanted to contact Rick’s 

about the LMT ordinance regarding bamboo.  Mr. Riblet suggested to the homeowner that they 

contact the Township about the bamboo ordinance and he will also contact Mr. Fedorchak 

himself, as well, for clarification.     

 

Rick’s Expert Tree Service had explained to Farmland, last year, the bamboo located on 

Farmland property will grow back.  Farmland must continue to spray and cut down the bamboo 

as it will be a while before they can get rid of the bamboo completely, especially if the neighbor 

does not do anything immediately to remediate the bamboo that is already on their own property.     

 

 

 

 



3 
 

Farmland Preservation, Inc. 

March 28, 2017 

 

 

 

Mr. Riblet stated he talked with Mr. Wright, the 2nd homeowner, who also received a letter, and 

lives off the Stackhouse property Mr. Wright’s impression was that the bamboo located on his 

property came from Farmlands property.  Mr. Wright was very cooperative and said his plan 

would be to have his own bamboo removed as he cuts it back every year.  Mr. Wright also asked 

for contractors’ name.   

 

Mr. Riblet suggested Farmland get clarification from Mr. Fedorchak, Township Manger first on 

the bamboo ordinance and what is required.  Then Farmland would contact Rick’s Expert Tree 

Service about the next step in the process before talking to the homeowners again.   Mr. Riblet 

will also pose the question that Mr. Soliman asked about barrier placement and the need for 

clarification and setback requirements from property lines.  

 

 

Mr. Bankoske will touch base with Rick’s Expert Tree Service to see if they have any knowledge 

of or involvement with the Township’s bamboo ordinance.   Mr. Riblet feels it is in the best 

interest for Farmland to get something in writing so there is never any question about future 

work that may need to be done. 
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LMT RESIDENT 

 

Mr. Yeager discussed that he is interested in helping to preserve Township owned open space 

and possibly joining Farmland’s Board or volunteering.  Mr. Blank explained, Farmland is a 

non-profit, private corporation that was formed by Township ordinance.  Farmland does not have 

any control over Township owned open space.  Mr. Riblet advised Mr. Yeager to send a letter of 

interest to Mr. Fedorchak and “copy” the board when he does.  

 

 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Riblet stated the mutual funds are not quite as far ahead this month as compared to this time 

last month.  Mr. Bankoske stated he will have the updated asset allocation for the April meeting.  

Mr. Riblet asked if they were still owed March rent from Mr. Stewart which was due March, 

17th.  Mr. Blank will follow up with Mr. Stewart.   
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SOIL CONSERVATION 

 

Mr. Riblet discussed how Farmland met with a representative from Bucks County Conservation 

District and the U.S. Department of Agriculture who gave advice on how to address soil 

conservation issues for Farmview I & II along with the Black Farm (i.e. “Clearview Estates”).   

 

Letters were sent from the Board to the Farmers addressing the need to preserve the soil as best 

as they can and specifically advising Mr. Stewart about the above-mentioned parcels where they 

received expert instructions.   

 

Mr. Blank discussed how Farmland thought Mr. Stewart would be able to start the berm 

construction and Mr. McGowan stated this is a very big project.  Mr. Blank said he will talk to 

Mr. Stewart about this project and find out his time frame for doing the work.  Mr. McGowan 

suggested putting a list together of which sites are most important. 

 

Mr. Bankoske asked what Mr. Stewart will be planting this year?  Mr. McGowan replied that he 

does not know.    Mr. Bankoske said that if Mr. Stewart was planting corn then Farmview II 

behind Sunnyside Lane would be a high priority for the fence.  

 

Mr. McGowan said the 25’ buffer is needed regardless of what Mr. Stewart does.  Out of all the 

projects, the Farmview I field will be the quickest and easiest because there is minimal amount 

of dirt movement needed to complete this project.    The Farmview II fencing project, which is 

the 1st choice on the priority list, needs to get started.    
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Mr. Blank will follow up with Mr. Stewart about his game plan, letting him know the priority of 

Farmview I and Farmview II and will ask Mr. Stewart his opinion.   

 

 

 

KAPLAN SUBDIVISION 

 

A discussion was held about the Kaplan Subdivision Mr. Blank stated the Board has reviewed 

this issue and they have no comment at this time.  

 

 

 

DRJTBC AGREEMENT AND PAYMENT 

 

The settlement agreement from DRJTBC was signed and executed by Mr. Blank.  Mrs. Holmes 

will forward the document to Mr. Tim Duffy at Hill Wallack LLP.  

 

 

BRIDGE CONTRACTORS INQUIRY FOR LEASING FARMLAND 

 

Deliberations on the bridge construction company’s request to use Black Farm were suspended 

as Mr. Fedorchak informed Farmland that the company (Trumbull) is now negotiating with the 

Torberts, to use a piece of their farm.  Mr. Fedorchak still will seek Dave Trulove’s, Township 

solicitor, opinion on whether Farmland’s By-Laws allow this.  
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SIGN FOR DUANE “BUSTER” DOAN 

 

Mr. Blank stated that Mrs. Tyler, Chairman of the BOS, called to say she is very supportive of a 

sign for Mr. Doan.   Mrs. Tyler suggested Farmland consider a plaque with a photo of Mr. Doan 

for the new community center building.  Farmland liked this idea and wants to continue to also 

pursue a sign on Patterson farm.   Mr. Blank will touch base with Mrs. Tyler to see if they still 

need to go before the BOS with their request for a sign.   

 

OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Riblet stated he provided the necessary paperwork for Farmland’s tax return and audit to Mr. 

Bob Small, Farmland’s accountant.   

 

Mr. Bankoske asked Mr. McGowan how the tree removal is going on Farmview Drive off 

Leedom’s.  Mr. McGowan stated the work needs to wait until the weather is a little better.  M 

 

Mr. McGowan also stated that his insurance policy will be renewed April 15th and he will supply 

the paperwork once he receives it and he is hoping that his soil test will be available for the April 

Farmland Preservation meeting. 

 

There being no other business the meeting was adjourned. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Michael Blank, President 


