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TOWNSHIP OF LOWER MAKEFIELD 

FARMLAND PRESERVATION, INC 

May 23, 2017 

 

The regular meeting of Farmland Preservation, Inc. was held on Tuesday, May 23, 2017 in the 

Lower Makefield Township Municipal Building.  Mr. Blank called the meeting to order at 7:30 

pm. 

 

Those Present   Farmland Preservation      Mike Blank  

                      Ross Bruch 

                          Dan Bankoske 

                                     Doug Riblet   

                                                                                                                  Eric Yeager 

 

     Others          Bob Colavita 

             *Tom McGowan 

             *Judi Reiss-BOS Liaison 

*Joined the meeting already in progress 

                           

          

 

MINUTES 

 

Motion made by Mr. Blank to approve minutes of March 28, 2017 as amended.  Motion moved 

and approved by the board and carried.    

 

 

 

 



2 
 

Farmland Preservation, Inc. 

May 23, 2017 

 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Riblet stated Farmland received and deposited the settlement check from DRJTBC.   Since 

depositing the DRJTBC check and along with the rent collected, funds are up 10% so far this 

year.   Mr. Riblet asked if there are any suggestions for changes or allocations.  

 

Dan Bankoske handed out an asset allocations report that he had worked on, dated March 27, 

2017.  He stated that his final numbers are about $30,000.00 - $40,000.00 short compared to Mr. 

Riblet’s report.  This is due in part to the DRJTBC check being deposited and other changes in 

the market.  Mr. Bankoske explained to Mr. Bruch and Mr. Yeager that Farmland is very 

aggressive in their asset allocations because Farmland has few immediate needs for our funds. 

Farmlands funds are invested as follows:  15% fixed income, 77% public equities and 8% in real 

estate and then further broken down as large cap, small cap, non-US developed markets, among 

others. 

 

Mr. Bankoske feels that one potential change for the funds could be to further reduce the 

Extended Market Index Fund, which is where a large portion of Farmland’s money is invested.  

Mr. Bankoske made a proposal for the Extended Market Index Fund.  He would like to reduce 

the total investment in that fund by 50% and then move half of the proceeds in an S & P 500 

Index Fund and the other half in Developed Markets Index Fund.   The Board discussed this 

proposal and they agreed with Mr. Bankoske recommendations.  The Board also discussed 

having a philosophy statement for their investments and Mr. Bankoske said he would work on 

one and get back to the Board.  

 

DRJTBC – Mr. Riblet stated that Farmland received their check and it has been forwarded to 

Vanguard.    

 

 

 

BAMBOO ORDINANCE 

Mr. Riblet stated a letter was sent to Mr. Kaplan, Mr. Kaplan responded to Mr. Blank and   

Farmland has set up a meeting for June 1, 2017 at 7:00pm, to go out to Mr. Kaplan’s property 

and assess the situation.   
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Mr. Riblet stated Farmland received a letter from Terry Fedorchak, LMT Township Manager, 

confirming the conference about Mr. Kaplan’s sub division plan with the Board of Supervisors 

has been postponed.   

 

The board is still waiting to hear back from the Township about the interpretation of the bamboo 

ordinance.   In the meantime, Mr. Riblet stated he will get in touch with Mr. Jim Majewski at the 

Township office. 

 

Rick’s Expert Tree Service – Mr. Bankoske stated there was not much of an update.   Mr. 

Bankoske added that he is in contact with Dennis from Rick’s Expert Tree Service and Dennis 

stated that Farmland can contact Rick’s if they would like to use their service.   

 

 

TREE REMOVAL AT THE HARDING PROPERTY 

 

Mr. Bankoske stated that Rick’s Expert Tree Service quoted $2,050.00 for work to be done at 

both 1516 Pownal Drive and 2088 Farmview Drive.  The work includes: removal of trees and 

clean-up of the brush and vines.   Mr. Blank and Mr. Bruch stated that 2032 Farmview Drive 

must also be added to the clean-up list because a clump of trees fell onto the homeowner’s  

playset, which was not damaged.  However, work needs to be done to their fence along with 

cleaning up the clump of trees, vines and weeds.  The question was asked how Rick’s was going 

to access this area?  Mr. Bankoske stated that access will be through the Harding’s property.  Mr. 

Blank reiterated that there has been a change in the Ordinance that gives Farmland the ability to 

remove dead and dying trees.   Mr. Blank stated that the fence repair could be done by Apex 

Fencing once the work at Farmview II is done. The board agreed to have Rick’s Expert Tree 

Service do the work on the two (2) properties (1516 & 2088) and to also quote on the additional 

work at 2032 Farmview Drive that still needs to be done. 

 

 

REVIEW OF FARMVIEW II TERRACES WITH SUNNYSIDE LANE NEIGHBORS 

 

Mr. Blank stated that Mr. Riblet had suggested to the Board they visit Farmview II after Mr. 

Stewart finished terracing.   Mr. McGowan stated that the work was completed and looks great.  

Mr. Riblet stated he spoke with Mrs. Robinson and she was satisfied with the work that was  
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completed and that she appreciated our work on the field and that the runoff problem seems to 

have been resolved.  Mr. Blank stated that he contacted two other neighbors (Mrs. Reinke and 

Mrs. Scaramuzzo/Clark) via emails and phone messages but they did not respond or review Mr. 

Stewart’s terracing with the Board.  Mrs. Scaramuzzo and Clark had previously indicated that 

they would like to have a fence erected and that runoff from the field had not affected their 

properties in a number of years.  Mrs. Lackpour toured the field and terracing with Blank, Bruch 

and Riblet on May 18th and she was satisfied with the work.  The Board discussed and agreed to 

move forward with the fence.  Mr. Blank will contact Apex Fencing company to get the work 

started and he will also have them review the damaged fence at 2032 Farmview Drive.    

 

 

SIGN REPLACEMENT FOR MAKEFIELD BROOK (QUARRY ROAD) 

 

Mr. Blank stated that a chunk was missing from the top of Farmlands sign at Makefield Brook.  

Public works had a spare sign and the sign has already been replaced.   

 

Mr. Riblet asked about the sign on Stackhouse Property that was destroyed by a drunk driver.  

Mr. Blank stated there had been a court date last August and Farmland never received the news 

on the outcome of this issue.  Mr. Riblet will check for the contact and let Mr. Blank know.   

 

 

FARM TOUR RESULTS 

 

Mr. Blank stated that Kathy Frederico of 1522 Pownal Drive had called the Township building 

and spoke with Mrs. Holmes about the buffer not being cut.  Mr. Blank drove by the property on 

the way to tonight’s meeting and stated the grass had been cut and he also called Mr. Stewart 

who confirmed that he had recently cut the grass.   

 

Kathy Frederico of 1522 Pownal Drive left Mr. Blank a message this morning, May 24th, 

confirming that the buffer at Longshore has been cut recently and she is satisfied with the 

outcome.  There is no need to clear the fence of vegetation behind the Frederico’s property.  
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SOIL CONSERVATION UPDATE 

 

Mr. Riblet stated that Mr. Stewart needs to finish the work at Farmview I.  Mr. McGowan stated 

the only place he can see that is finished is Farmview II (i.e., the field by the stone/rock  

garden).  Mr. McGowan asked if Mr. Stewart had planted through it and if is it wide enough?  

Mr. Riblet will check on this and report back to the Board.  It was stated that Mr. Stewart plans 

to do the Black Farm (Clearview) in the Fall.   

 

 

MEMORIALS FOR DUANE “BUSTER” DOAN 

 

Mrs. Reiss stated Farmland needs to get approval from the BOS for the signs at the Community 

Center and Patterson Farm.  Mr. Blank stated that Mrs. Tyler suggested they put together a 

proposal for both the Community Center Plaque and the Patterson Farm sign then contact the 

BOS so it can be put on the agenda.   

 

Mr. Blank had a “Straw man” sample from Mr. Bob Shaw, of what the sign could look like.  He 

also stated that Farmland has final say in the wording and shape of the sign.  The Board had a 

discussion regarding the sign and some new suggestions were given.  Mr. Blank asked for the 

suggestions to be put in writing and forwarded to him.  Mr. Blank will get in touch with Mr. 

Shaw regarding the changes and get back to the Board.   Mrs. Reiss also suggested to get in 

touch with Parks and Rec regarding the sign for the Community Center.   

 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS  

 

Mr. Blank read aloud a letter addressed to Farmland about the meeting scheduled on Tuesday, 

May 30th referencing Snipes tract.  The Farmland Board discussed and decided they would not 

attend this meeting. 
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Mr. Blank also discussed the letter Farmland received about the Kaplan Tract, 1561 Dolington 

Road.  There was a meeting scheduled for May 17, 2017, but that date has already passed.  Mrs.  

Farmland Preservation, Inc. 

May 23, 2017 

 

Reiss stated that the meeting had been cancelled and she is not sure when the meeting will be 

added back into the BOS Agenda. 

 

Mr. Blank discussed the letter regarding payment from DRJTBC (which was Farmlands copy) 

that had been signed by Mr. Tim Duffy.  

 

Mr. Blank handed out the guest passes they had received for the LMT pool from the BOS as a 

“Thank you” for volunteering their time. 

 

There being no other business the meeting adjourned. 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Michael Blank, President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


