
Lower Makefield Township  

Citizens Traffic Commission  

November 22, 2021 

Meeting Minutes 

 

Present:  CTC – Arthur Cohn, Acting Chair; Keller Arnold; Catherine Chia-Calabria; Susan Herman; Scott 

Weaner; John Lewis, BOS Liaison 

SAFE , Township Traffic Engineers – Joe Fiocco; Marie Pantalone; Larry Bucci 

Regency Residents – Mark Paroly, Regency HOA President; Lee Pedowicz; Marc Feller; Robert Nemeroff  

LMT Residents – Alisha Griffin; Virginia Torbert, former CTC Chair 

  

Mr. Cohn called the November 22, 2021 CTC Zoom meeting to order at 7:30pm.  He introduced Joe 

Fiocco of SAFE.  SAFE had been asked by the Township to identify the best and safest way for Regency 

residents to get across Big Oak Road to/from Regency South.  He explained that he would present the 

information and follow up by taking questions and comments from CTC members, Regency and LMT 

Residents.  

With a google map, Mr. Fiocco showed the two driveways into Regency South, the first being Locust 

Drive, which they determined to be the better place to cross.  The proposed crosswalk will be to the 

west of Locust Drive.  He noted that presently Big Oak Road is very wide and there are no pedestrian 

accommodations on the south side of Big Oak Road.  With a distance of 58' to cover to cross Big Oak 

Road from Locust Drive, they determined that a median refuge island in the middle of the crossing 

would give pedestrians an opportunity to cross the first half of the road, then stop and look before 

crossing the second half.  They are recommending also that the right turn lane into Locust Drive be 

eliminated but that the left turn lane be kept.  They feel this would not interfere with pedestrians 

walking across Big Oak Road. By eliminating the right turn lane and adding the refuge island in the 

median, Big Oak Road will be made narrower at the crossing.  Appropriate signage will be added. 

Fern Drive is the other entrance.  It is expected that fewer people would be crossing Big Oak Road there. 

The proposed crosswalk will be to the east of Fern/Budny Drive.   The objective at this intersection is to 

slow traffic and make the intersection smaller.  They recommend eliminating the right turn lane at 

Budny Drive and putting bulbouts there to reduce crossing distance. They are also recommending pork 

chop islands at Fern Drive to slow traffic down. They recommend connecting the existing sidewalk along 

the north side of Big Oak Road.   

Ms. Arnold asked why there has to be crossing access for pedestrians at Fern Drive rather than everyone 

crossing at Locust. Mr. Fiocco said the ADA requires accommodations for all people.  Discussion of 

crossing in a wheelchair at Fern Drive followed.  Mrs. Chia-Calabria wondered how someone in a 

wheelchair could get across at Fern Drive as there is no median refuge island to shorten the distance.  



Ms. Pantalone suggested that the changes they were recommending would bring down the speeds, 

making it easier for people with special needs to get across safely.  Mr. Lewis said that the two crossings 

are a good idea.  

 Mr. Weaner asked why a roundabout would not be a viable solution.  Mr. Fiocco said that the budget 

wouldn’t allow it and that a roundabout in this location would not be ideal because roundabouts are 

most effective when the traffic is balanced in all directions, which would not be the case here.  

Mr. Pedowicz asked about next steps.  Mr. Fiocco thinks the CTC will discuss, then pass on their thoughts 

to the BOS. Mrs. Chia-Calabria expressed an interest in learning more about the costs for the various 

options.  

There followed a question from Mr. Nemeroff about having a traffic light at Fern Drive and Big Oak 

Road.  Mr. Fiocco indicated that the traffic volume does not warrant a light.   

Mr. Nemeroff asked if a flashing light would help people get across.  Mr. Fiocco said it is premature to 

consider that option.  He feels that the procedures and changes they were recommending would be 

sufficient to allow pedestrians to cross safely. 

Mr. Paroly expressed the frustration of the Regency residents over the lack of access to the amenities 

over the years and said that they would appreciate whatever can be done.  He and Mr. Cohn thanked 

SAFE for the presentation.  

Yardley-Morrisville and Pine Grove Roads - Alisha Griffin, a 39 year resident of Lower Makefield 

Township, had previously had conversations with the Township and the Citizens Traffic Commission 

about her concerns regarding the speeding and volume of noise and traffic in her neighborhood.  She 

subsequently submitted a traffic calming request form (obtained from the Traffic Calming Guidelines) to 

the Township.    

Ms. Griffin attended the meeting to provide an update on the problems she has experienced, after 

which there was discussion around how to move forward.  It was agreed that it would be helpful to have 

any traffic numbers that might have been gathered for the Marrazzo townhome project.  When no data 

was available as the entrance of the development will not be on Yardley-Morrisville Road, it was 

determined that Ms. Griffin should include additional input from the Traffic Calming Guidelines and 

bring neighbors and supporting information to a future CTC Meeting.  In the meantime, the members of 

the CTC will be talking about their next steps. 

Member Reports – Neither Mrs. Chia-Calabria (ZHB/Planning) nor Mr. Weaner (Social Media) had 

anything to report. 

Approval of Previous Minutes – Work needs to be done to make sure that all past minutes are 

approved and posted on the website.    

With no further business to discuss, the November 22 meeting of the CTC was adjourned at 9:30 PM. 

The next meeting of the CTC will be held on December 20 at 7:30 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Arthur Cohn, Chairperson  



   


